12/ 02/ 1999
Anwar cl ashes with prosecution, judge

Rusl ai ni Abbas; Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mtoday clashed with the
prosecution and the judge as he tried persistently to testify about a
political conspiracy against him

Trying to show that the police and authorities had becone hostile
towards hi m because of his rift with the Prine Mnister, Anwar said his
m sunder st andi ngs with Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad started over
di sagreenents on project bail-outs.

When judge Datuk S. Augustine Paul said this was irrel evant, Anwar
insisted that it was as "because of this, he (Dr Mahathir) was very angry
with me".

Anwar claimed that the police conspiracy was the result of this rift as
Dr Mahathir was al so then the Home M nister who had jurisdiction over the
pol i ce.

Anwar said before he was sacked on Sept 2, |ast year, he told Dr
Mahat hir that he had been very loyal to him

"I said to him if he continued these threats and fabrication, | have no
option but to fight."

Anwar said the police had tried to villify himlast year by all eging
that he had received RM6O nillion, accusing himof treason and being a
forei gn agent.

"These were found in the affidavits of (SACI) Misa Hassan and the A-
G," he said, referring to affidavits filed in the trial of his former
tennis partner Datuk S. Nall akaruppan.

"They were just the instruments of a political power which is totally
corrupted,” said Anwar, pronpting prosecutor Azahar Mhamed to protest.

After the judge told Anwar to confine hinself to rel evant issues,
counsel Raja Aziz Addruse reninded his client not to go too deeply into
the matter.

Testifyi ng under exam nation-in-chief, Anwar was el aborating on his
letters to the Prine Mnister dated Aug 25 and Aug 28, | ast year

Anwar said he had to tell the Prinme Mnister about these things because
of the involvenent of the instruments of Governnent.

"I had to ask the PM whet her he gave specific instructions to the police
to frane and fabricate charges agai nst nme, because throughout the one year
of the investigation by the Special Branch and the CI D, they did not find
anything incrimnating agai nst nme," he said.

Anwar was referring to investigations in 1997, which he is charged with
usi ng his governnment position to stop. The investigations were into sex
al | egations against himby Umm Hafilda Ali and Azi zan Abu Bakar.

Anwar al so said there was an attenpt to poison his relationship with
Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah, by the suggestion that the Anti -
Corrupti on Agency was investigating Mohtar who had purportedly gone on
holiday in Italy with a "busi ness tycoon"

Mohtar is now | eadi ng the prosecution team

As Anwar gave this evidence, the judge kept stopping himto say that it
was irrelevant and at one point, prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Pat ai
protested that Anwar was maki ng a speech.

"The poor accused should not be allowed to go in all directions, counse
shoul d direct him" he said, to which Anwar replied that he was "poor
i ndeed".

Abdul Gani | ater began cross-exam ning Anwar, often demanding a "yes or



no" answer whi ch Anwar refused to give, saying he had to give the context.

This pronpted Abdul Gani to ask the judge several tines to record that
Anwar was bei ng "evasive".

At one point, Mhtar also joined in to say that Anwar was "goi ng around
the world" in his answers. Raising his voice, Anwar told the Attorney-
General not to advise himhow to answer questions.

The judge stopped the battle. He advised Anwar to give sinple answers
and avoi d conmments whi ch m ght not be hel pful to him

Today' s hearing began at 9.05amwith Raja Aziz applying to ask Anwar
some questions despite having conpl eted the exam nation-in-chief
yest er day.

Counsel wanted to ask himabout his letters to the PM sent follow ng
his neeting with Dr Mahathir. Questioned by counsel, Anwar said he had
extensi ve di scussions with the PMon issues unrelated to the econonic
crisis.

Anwar: | virtually had no choi ce because of the invol verent of the
i nstrunents of Governnment which had conplicated the case and what |'ve
said in paragraph two ...

Bef ore he coul d proceed, the judge asked himif the matter was in the
| etter and when he said yes, the judge told himnot to nention it.

Anwar: But, My Lord, you have ruled that | should confine nyself to the
police conspiracy and | am now confining nmyself to that!

Asked by Raja Aziz why he brought the natter to the PM Anwar said it
was to informhimthat police investigation was suspect and malici ous
towards him

Anwar said there were contradictions between what the I nspector-Cenera
of Police had told himand the conduct of the investigations.

Anwar: | had to ask the PM whet her he gave specific instructions to the
police to frane and fabricate charges agai nst ne because throughout the
one year of the investigation by the Special Branch and the CID they did
not find anything incrimnating agai nst ne.

Anwar said he, however, assured the PMthat he woul d co-operate since at
the tine, he did not question the integrity of the I1G and A-G

The judge asked Anwar again if these matters were in the letters, and
when he answered "yes", Paul told Raja Aziz to subnmit on the matter later.

Anwar told the judge that he had to explain certain things for the court
to know what had transpired

He said after a week of investigating, the police did not confine itself
to the issue of defamation, but there was an attenpt to snmear his
character.

Anwar: | then becane a suspect of the police, or the IGP or the A-G or
t he PM

Goi ng on to the next paragraph of his letter, Anwar said he told the PM
that they were no | onger concerned with the allegations made by Ui and
Azi zan, the anonynous letter Tal gqin Terbuka Untuk Anwar |brahi mand the
book 50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar | brahi m Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM

Asked by the judge who "they" referred to, Anwar said the police, A-G
| GP and PM

Anwar : They have extended the web of deceit and were investigating into
a new and uncharted area.

Anwar went on to anot her paragraph of the |l etter when he nentioned the
case of Nall akaruppan. The judge told himthat he had nentioned it
yest er day.

Anwar: Yes. But to ny mind, what is very serious is an attenpt to force
Datuk Nalla to work with the police agai nst ne.

"My Lord, the matter was not only confined to sexual allegations, but
al so allegations that | have received RMO mllion, treason, working as a



foreign agent and these were found in the affidavit of Miusa Hassan and the
A-G

Anwar said it was an attenpt to villify himand the police were
unet hi cal and had acted unprofessionally and "they were just the
i nstrunent of a political power which is totally corrupted”.

Azahar objected, contending that it was just an opinion. Anwar said he
had affidavits, the PMs Press reports and statutory declarations to
substanti ate his claim

Raj a Aziz urged the court to allow Anwar to continue his evidence on the
letter, although it mght hold it inadm ssible later. The judge told Anwar
to confine hinmself to relevant issues and he said these things happened to
hi m

Raja Aziz told Anwar not to go too deep into the contents of the letters
and when Anwar wanted to say nore about the Dalil book, Abdul Gani
obj ect ed.

Anwar said the book nmade references to hi mand before he could
el aborate, the judge said it was irrel evant and not everything in the
letters was admi ssible.

Raja Aziz said the letters were witten followi ng his conversation with
the PM The judge, however, ruled that it was irrel evant.

Anwar said the issues related to the police conspiracy, and pointed out
a paragraph of the letter which stated that the Dalil book had nenti oned
that he was involved in a nurder.

Judge: |If the book accused him (Anwar) of anything, what has it to do
with the case? The Dalil book has nothing to do with the police
conspi racy!

Raja Aziz said the book was the basis of the police investigation. The
judge ruled that it was irrel evant.

Anwar said he was not going on to the book anynore, but the affidavits
of Musa and the A-G al so concerned t he sane t hings.

At this juncture, Abdul Gani said docunentary evi dence spoke for itself
and there was no need for Anwar to go into it unless an expl anati on was
sought. Abdul Gani al so said he had never seen an occasi on where a w tness
was al |l owed to expand on documentary evi dence

Anwar remarked that he had al so not seen any such fabrication before.

Abdul Gani said Anwar shoul d not nmake any remarks, to which Raja Aziz
told Anwar not to nake any conments, |est the prosecution "would raise its
flag".

Counsel asked Anwar if he had any specific clarification on the letters;
Anwar sai d he had about the DNA anal ysis. The judge said the DNA anal ysis
was irrelevant.

Anwar: The PMsaid | need not do it!

Judge: That is not relevant.

Anwar had a short discourse with the judge and this pronpted Abdul Gani
to urge counsel to stop Anwar from conversing with the judge and "nmake a
nockery" of the proceedings.

Raja Aziz said he could not do that since the judge entertai ned Anwar
and this was followed by | aughter in court.

The judge then told Anwar to go on rel evant issues only.

Anwar spoke on the DNA anal ysis but his evidence was objected to by
Abdul Gani. After an exchange between Anwar and Abdul Gani, the judge
ruled that the matter was irrelevant and "let the dust settle on its own".

Anwar then spoke of the DNA test results which Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng had conveyed to hi mby tel ephone
and the PMwas told about it by the police.

Bef ore he conpl eted his evidence, the judge said it was irrel evant.

Anwar: What | said to the PMwas "How do you condone the continued



tappi ng the tel ephone of your own DPM'.

Judge: The phone tapping has nothing to do with the case.

Anwar: |f they can tap ny phone, they can also tap anybody's phone,
i ncluding the judges and t he DPPs.

Judge: And m ne al so?

Goi ng on the next paragraph of his letter, Anwar said the intention of
the PMto villify himwas abetted by the police and A-G under his
i nstructions.

He went on to the other paragraph and said as a Finance M nister, he had
a police escort and as DPM he had unpteen escorts.

Judge: What's wong with having police escorts?

Anwar: There's nothing wong, it's very good! But howis that they did
not know about all those allegations ... ny alleged rendezvous at hotels
and apartnents?

Anwar tried to elaborate, but the judge told himnot to go into detail
He t hen spoke about the allegations that he had violated the Oficial
Secrets Act by selling information and trade secrets to foreign countries.

On the next paragraph, he said there was also an attenpt to get himto
quarrel with the G and A-Gwith a suggestion that the ACA was
i nvestigating the A-G who had purportedly gone on a holiday in Italy with
a "busi ness tycoon".

The judge said it was irrel evant.

Anwar: But there was an heated argunent that | was alleged to have
encouraged the ACAto go after the PM. ..

Judge: That's not rel evant!

Anwar sai d because of the change in the attitude of the Home M nister
towards him the police had conspired against him The judge said it was
irrelevant.

Raj a Azi z contended that the attitude of the Hone M nister who was in
charge of the police was in fact relevant to the defence. He said police
conspiracy did not just stop at the G2, it went higher to the Mnister.

The judge told counsel to submt |ater.

Anwar then referred to a paragraph where he spoke about the ACA havi ng
addi tional powers under the ACA Act 1997. He said he received severa
conpl ai nts which he passed to the ACA for scrutiny.

Anwar: | told the PMthat the undercurrent was strong agai nst corruption
and abuse of power.

Judge: Not relevant to our case.

Raja Aziz said it would be difficult for the defence to show conspiracy
on the part of the police if the court ruled that the attitude of the Hone
M nister was irrel evant.

The judge told counsel go on to "sonething nore concrete".

Anwar then spoke about his speech on creative destruction where the
nati onal convul sion and econonic crisis had to be seen in a positive
light, but before he conpleted, Abdul Gani said Anwar was giving a speech.

Abdul Gani: The poor accused should not be allowed to go on al
he was poor indeed).

Abdul Gani said "let the counsel do their job, after all they were paid
for it".

Anwar: Poor, | agree but to say that they were paid, that is not
correct. |I've not paid ny counsel.

Anwar went on to allegations of corruption to which the judge said: "Let
the whol e country be corrupted or not transparent, but it is not rel evant
to the case.”

Anwar said corruption had a lot to do with the case.

Anwar: Because of my view on transparency, there were di fferences
bet ween ne and t he PM



Judge: Not rel evant.

Anwar went on further but the judge ruled themirrel evant and after nore
evi dence, Anwar said he did not expect themto go to such an extent of
humi | i ating hi mand di sregarding the | aw.

Asked by counsel about the letter dated Aug 5, 1997, which the PM gave
him Anwar said it was a shorter version of Umi's allegations. He said
the letter contained criticismagainst Um 's brother Mhanmed Azmn Ali.

It was m |l der and nore straightforward.

Asked about Sukma Dar mawan Sasmnitaat Madja's letter to him Anwar said
he had seen the original which Sukma threw close to his cell at the Bukit
Aman | ock-up three days before he was transferred to the Sungai Bul oh
prison.

Anwar sai d Sukma (his adopted brother who was sentenced to six nonths'
jail for sodony with Anwar) was al so detained at Bukit Aman then. He threw
the letter near his cell as he (Sukma) was taken out of his cell

The court took a short break and when hearing resuned, Abdul Gani cross-
exam ned Anwar. Anwar answered with expl anati ons when Gani wanted a "yes"
or "no".

Abdul Gani directed the court's attention to the fact that Anwar was
bei ng evasi ve, which Anwar chal | enged vehenently. The judge told Anwar to
give a direct answer, either a "yes" or a "no" since any explanation could
be done during re-exani nation.

One question which Anwar did not give a direct answer to was whether the
sex all egations agai nst himcould have tarni shed his i mnage as Fi nance
M ni ster and Deputy Prine M nister.

Anwar: | thank God! In spite of the allegations and conspiracy to
hunmi | iate nme and cause hatred towards ne, the people still love ne! (sone
people in the gallery said "Yes!").

Abdul Gani continued with cross-exanination until the lunch break at
12. 30pm When hearing resuned, Abdul Gani referred to a report sent by
t hen Special Branch director Datuk Mohd Said Awang to the PM which stated
that the all egati ons were basel ess.

Anwar was asked if it showed that the investigations were not conplete
and he disagreed, giving a | ong expl anati on.

Abdul Gani said he was not interested in that. The judge told Abdul Gan
it was better to submit on the matter

Abdul Gani: | put it to you that you did not want the case to be brought
to court because you were worried about publicity.
Anwar: | do not agree for two reasons. First, | myself nade a police

report through Zull Aznam and second, | agreed with the A-G when he
suggested that action be taken against the persons (Unm and Azi zan), but
at that time, the PMdid not agree. So, it is not true that I was worried
about publicity.

Abdul Gani: | put it to you that on Aug 16, 1997, you told Mhd Said and
Amr (Datuk Amr Junus, then the Special Branch deputy director) that if
Ummi and Azizan were arrested, they were not to be detained too | ong.

Anwar: True, | did tell Mhd Said and Anmir "don't detain Umi and Azi zan
too long". My Lord, at that tine, Mohd Said and Amir said to ne: "Datuk
Seri is too kind, you even synpathise with people like this." That was the
cont ext .

Abdul Gani: My Lord, | want to make an observation. The | ast answer was
never put by the defence to prosecution witnesses (Mhd Said and Amir).
(To Anwar) | put it to you that they never said it to you.

Anwar: They did. My Lord should know that at that tine, they showed
great synpathy to ne. If | can add, when the A-G proposed prosecution ..

Abdul Gani: That is not my question.

He then put it to Anwar that he had, on Aug 18, 1997, about 12. 30am



directed Mohd Said and Anir to get retractions fromUnmi and Azi zan. Anwar
denied it.

Abdul Gani then put it to Anwar that he asked for the retractions to be
addressed to the PM "This matter was never raised until June 1998. The
information fromMhd Said and Anir were obtained in Cctober after | was
sacked, " Anwar replied

Abdul Gani asked himif he received Umi and Azizan's first letters of
retraction. Anwar said he believed he got themon the night of Aug 18,
1997. Both letters were addressed to the Prine Mnister.

Asked if he had asked for the letters, Anwar denied it, saying the
Speci al Branch sends himreports or letters which were necessary for his
know edge.

Abdul Gani: Datuk Seri, are you saying here that the SBwill give you
letters addressed to the PM as personal ?

Anwar: These letters are official letters, not personal letters. Upto
now, | amnot aware of any personal letters to the PM (being sent to ne).
Docunents and reports which were sent to the PM have been al so sent to ne.

Abdul Gani: (Refers to Umm and Azizan's apology letters) |I put it to
you that they were inportant and beneficial to you.

Anwar: The letters gave an explanation and information about the stand

of the two. The question on benefit, | do not understand.

Abdul Gani: Are the letters inmportant to you?

Anwar: | asked the police to investigate ..

Abdul Gani: You are not answering nmy question. My Lord, | want it
recorded that the witness is being evasive.

Anwar: | don't want to be mani pulated. | have to be careful. | know the
prosecution's game. | want the right context. | will answer the question

Abdul Gani: The question was sinple. There is no catch. Whether the
letters were to his benefit and inportant to him | see nothing wong wth
it.

Raja Aziz: | see sonething wong with it. Howis one to answer such
questions. What the witness is seeking to dois inrelation to the
i nvestigation he had asked for.

Judge: Can you answer the question or not?

Anwar: | only ask to put the context right. | did ask the police to
investigate fully, establish the truth and the result is the letters.
Abdul Gani: | want to know if the contents were of benefit to him

anything to be expl ained can be done by his counsel.

Anwar: To nme, what is inportant is the truth.

Judge: So, to that extent, the letter is inmportant to you? Is that what
you are sayi ng?

Anwar : Yes.

Abdul Gani: Datuk Seri, | put it to you that on Aug 18, 1997, you had
wanted to neet Azizan in the SB office but Amir did not agree.

Anwar: This was fabricated by Amr. If | really wanted to neet anyone, |
woul d have nmet both Umi and Azizan. But | don't really want to neet Unmi.

Judge: This conflicts. That's what | said, coments are no good.

Anwar: | understand their tricks. | have to put it in context.

Judge: Here, it is not a question of popularity. After two weeks, | may
not know what you say is a joke or part of evidence.

The DPP referred himto Umi's and Azi zan's second letters of
retraction, and and asked if they were beneficial to him

Anwar: For ne, the question of benefit does not arise. Wat is inportant
is the truth.

Abdul Gani: Pl ease answer my questi on.

Anwar: That is my answer.

Abdul Gani: You agree that the letters were inportant to you?



Anwar: Truth is inportant to me.

Abdul Gani: Yes, Datuk Seri, truth is inmportant. But ny question was are
these letters inportant to you?

Anwar: They were witten by Azizan and Ummi

Abdul Gani: The witness is not answering.

Anwar: My Lord, the explanation of Unm and Azi zan about the allegations
and slander, is a true statement.

Abdul Gani: May it be recorded that he is being evasive?

Raj a Azi z objected. The judge told Abdul Gani that he had recorded and
it was a matter for subm ssion

Gani: You agree that these letters were sent by you, together with your
letter and all enclosures, to the PW?

Anwar: My Lord, the question is deliberately confusing because ny letter
to the PMwas one year later (than Um and Azizan's letters), and | had
included nearly all letters which were in nmy possession including the one
whi ch had the all egations agai nst ne.

Abdul Gani: My question was sinple.

Anwar: My answer is nore conprehensive.

Abdul Gani: You agree that you included Unm and Azizan's letters with
your letter to the PMto bring themto his attention?

Anwar: My letter to the PMwas a followup to ny discussion with him

Abdul Gani: My question was not answered.

Anwar: | don't like to be told that | don't understand (your question).
| had discussions with the PMand in response, the letters were sent. This
is not a Standard Six exam

A-G | don't want to interfere. But ny | earned coll eague's question is
very sinple. The letters were sent to the PM For what reason? The letters
were brought to his attention, not as wall paper or to be put in his
drawer. |If they are for the PMto read, the answer is yes, if they are for
the PMto put on the wall, the answer is no.

Anwar: That should be his advice to the PM He is the | egal adviser to
the PM But he should not advise nme what to answer. The A-G has no
busi ness to advi se me how to answer.

A-G | request that the denmeanour of the witness be recorded

Judge: (To Anwar) Legal battles are fought this way, | don't know about
political battles. The question is asked and the person who asks will say
it is not answered. |If you think you have answered, you can say that is
your answer. Anything el se, your counsel will explain. Gve short as
possi bl e answers.

Abdul Gani: You agree that in your letter to the PM you nentioned that
Um and Azi zan had deni ed the all egations?

Judge: If he has stated it in the letter, shouldn't that be for
submi ssi on?

Abdul Gani: It goes to credibility.

Judge: He nmmy deny that?

Abdul Gani: Yes.

Anwar: That's a bit presunptuous. It's nmy letter. Can | confirmthis
again. This is ny letter to the PMto explain the conspiracy ..

Abdul Gani: | amasking if in his letter, he stated that Umi and Azi zan
had deni ed the all egati ons.

Anwar: (replying) That's right.

Abdul Gani: Datuk Seri, | put it to you that you had brought Unm and
Azizan's letters to the PMs attention for your own benefit.

Judge: |Is this question relevant? This is the subject natter of the
second and fourth charges which states he wanted to save hinself from
crimnal action. Why bother with the PM? The PM has nothing to do with
st oppi ng crimnal action.



Abdul Gani: We are just going on the Iine of their (defence) story, the
state of the mind of the accused, nens rea.

He argued that the evidence was to show that Anwar was consistent in his
modus operandi, and had sent one letter to the CIDto stop the
i nvestigations and another to PMto clear his nane.

Judge: That's not part of the prosecution case that he sent to the PM
That's his case. Are you trying to strengthen his case? Are you trying to
prove anot her advantage (other than the one in the charges)?

Abdul Gani: No, | amsaying he did it because the letters were inportant
to him

Judge: The charges said they were used to stop crimnal action. If you
want to go into it (being sent to the PM, you will have to prefer
di fferent charges.

Anwar: | hope Your Lordship is not suggesting ..

(laughter in court)

Abdul Gani said he would not ask the question and asked Anwar if he was
i nvolved in the preparation of the letters.

Anwar: Not true

Abdul Gani: A good (and short) answer.

Judge: Yes, keep it sinple.

Anwar: When he's happy, | amnot too happy! (laughter in court)

Abdul Gani: | will try to be sad!

Judge: (To Anwar) It's the safest.

Anwar: | trust Your Lordship.

Judge: | amsure your |awers woul d have advi sed you

Heari ng adj ourned to tonorrow.
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