13/ 07/ 1999
Anwar no |l onger a big issue now, says Dr Mahathir

Pat vi nder Si ngh
KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t oday
said the Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mmatter was not nuch of an issue in the
country now.

"It is fading. It is not that nmuch of an i ssue now. There are still
peopl e who are not convinced but we will try to convince themof the
ri ght ness of what we have decided to do."

Dr Mahat hir was asked how rmuch of an i ssue Anwar was in Mal aysia while
being interviewed today on CNBC s Asia Wap programe by R co Huzon

On why he made Anwar the centrepi ece of his speech at the recent Umo
general assenbly, if his forner deputy was a non-issue, Dr Mahathir said

it was to cater for those who were still doubting.
Asked what he would say to Anwar if he nmet himright now, Dr Mahathir
said: "Nothing, | won't neet him"

On when he expected to hold the general election, Dr Mahathir said it
woul d be any tinme before July next year.

On how much clout the Opposition had, he said according to sone
observers the Cpposition had a great deal of clout but the same was said
in 1990 where it was reported that the Opposition would wi n but was
i nstead trounced.

On the Qpposition's claimthat it had the nunbers now to deny the
Bari san Nasional a two-thirds majority, he said the Qpposition was havi ng
probl ems and coul d not agree on many things.

He sai d whil e one menber of the COpposition coalition tal ked of taking
Perlis out of Malaysia if it won, another nenber said "not on your life".

"They are quarrelling anong t hensel ves even before they w n anyt hing, "
he said, adding that alloting of seats was already a problemto the
Qpposi tion and there woul d be ot her probl ens.

Asked if he was ready to face Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
Ismail in his Kubang Pasu constituency, he said she coul d cont est
anywher e.

"If she wants to contest in ny constituency | have no choice but to face
her. ™"

On Information Mnister Tan Sri Mohd Khalil Yaacob's statenent that the
Qpposi tion woul d not be given air-tine in the run-up to the election, he
sai d the Government was not given any tinme in the foreign nedia as it only
i ntervi ewed peopl e who were friendly to the Qpposition

"So it is not fair that, on the one hand, they keep everything to
t hensel ves and, on the other hand, they want what we have."

On reports that the canpai gn period woul d be a maxi rumof ni ne days, he
said it had been done before without any conpl ai nts.

Asked how many seats Umo woul d garner if the election was hel d today,
he said during the Sabah State el ection it was said that Umo woul d | ose.

"Alot of people will of course predict that Umo is going to | ose. W
will wait and see who is right and who is wong."

Asked if he woul d be ready to retire after the general election, he said
he woul d have to retire some tinme after the election

"I don't know whet her sooner or later. | amalways ready to retire. In
fact | would have retired | ast year except for the nmess created by ny
deputy. "

Asked i f Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi was hi s
i kely successor, he said: "In our system yes, he is the nost likely



successor. "

On whet her voters were nore sophi sticated now after the "Anwar saga", he
sai d Mal aysi an voters had al ways been sophi sticated and t hat was why t hey
deci ded to vote for one or two opposition candidates.

He sai d Mal aysi an voters were thinking voters although there were a core
of voters who would vote for the opposition no natter what they were told
or what facts were shown to them

"They are fanatics. Wth themwe can do nothing."

On his relationship with the Western nedia, he admitted it was not too
good as they for sone reasons disliked himand woul d do everyt hi ng
possible to give hima bad i nage.

He sai d peopl e who visited Ml aysia, however, had a different
perception.

( END)
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