09 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - conspi racy
ANWAR PLOTTED AGAI NST OTHERS AS WELL, SAYS MAHATHI R

MELAKA, Aug 9 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said his jailed former deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimhas |ong
plotted to bring down national |eaders, including hinself, when Anwar was
in the governnent.

VWi | e denying that Anwar was a victimof any conspiracy as alleged by
the former deputy prime mnister, Dr Mahathir said: "He is in fact the
mastermnd to bring down others. He is never the target of any plot by any
one."

Anwar's di sclosure that he had kept governnent docunents abroad was
proof that Anwar intended to use themfor ulterior notives, Dr Mahathir
sai d when addressi ng Mel aka Bari san Nasional (BN) divisional as well youth
and wonen | eaders here today.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairman, is on a twd-day working visit to
Mel aka.

He said Anwar had now made statenments of being in possession of an
assortment of official letters and docunments stashed away overseas so that
he could list down one by one the governnent's alleged w ongdoi ngs.

"What does this nmean. This neans that all the while that he was in the
government, he had other job collecting these |etters and keeping them for
a nmotive... this neans that he has a plot, he has plans to bring down those
i n government, including nyself, and perhaps (International Trade and
Industry Mnister) Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz as well as the others,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said it seened that when Anwar was in the government, he
had not functioned as a nenber of the cabinet but as soneone out to oust
gover nent | eaders.

"And for this he was willing to collect confidential governnent
letters,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said these confidential letters were bound by the Oficia
Secrets Act (OSA).

"We can't use official docunents for purposes other than those
determ ned by the government but he (Anwar) collected all these letters and
stashed them away overseas to be used | ater against the governnent," he
sai d.

Anwar is currently serving a six-year jail termsince April this year
upon conviction on four charges of corruption and is currently being tried
for sodony.

Dr Mahathir said it was unlikely that Anwar only began collecting the
letters after he was charged in court because follow ng that he was only
all owed to take his personal effects fromhis former office.

Oficers escorting himto his fornmer office to collect his persona
bel ongi ngs made sure that he did not take along official docunents, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Anwar was di sm ssed fromthe Cabinet as Deputy Prinme M nister and
Fi nance M nister on Sept 2 last year and expelled from Umo the next day.

"I'f he had been in possession of such docunents, this neant that he had
kept them and sent them abroad for safe-keeping to blackmail or bring down
ot her governnent |eaders,"” said the prime mnister

However, Dr Mahathir said, allegations of a political conspiracy
i nvol ving himand his coll eagues to bring down Anwar continued to be
rai sed, including at his neetings with Umo | eaders.

"Had we been conspiring, we can't have a conspriracy there and then and



let it take its own course..to execute a plot we have to neet people, hold
secret meetings whisperingly and then only we can carry out the plot," said
Dr Mahathir, who is al so Umo president.

Dr Mahathir said that he did not at all rel ease any docunents
concerni ng Anwar as he did not keep them and whatever docunents avail able
now about his former deputy were obtained fromthe police.

"And we now know from docunments still in government possession that
Anwar had done a |l ot of things when he was mnister which actually showed
that he was insincere and had not been truthful to the adm nistration.. he
is the one practising cronyismand nepotism" said Dr Mahathir.

The prime mnister said Anwar had extended facilities to friends in
return for their support.

Dr Mahathir earlier held a closed door neeting with the Ml aka Umo
[iaison comittee.
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