03/ 08/ 1999

Anwar sodoni sed ne 10 to 15 tines: Azi zan

AZI ZAN Abu Bakar, the forner famly driver of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
testified yesterday that Anwar had sodomi sed him 10 to 15 ti mes.
The first time the former Deputy Prine Mnister sodonm sed himwas at a
bungal ow in Port Dickson in 1992, Azizan told the H gh Court in Kual a
Lunpur .
The ot her occasi ons took place at hotels in Petaling Jaya and Subang,
and at the guest roomin Anwar's former official residence, he said when
questioned by Attorney-Ceneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul |l ah, who is |eading the
prosecution in the trial of Anwar and his adopted brother Sukma Dar mawan
Sasnitaat Madj a.
Azi zan said he had told busi nesswoman Unmi Hafilda Ali about being
sodom sed by Anwar but did not nmention all the places where the incidents
al | egedl y took pl ace.
Um Hafilda wote a letter in August 1997 accusi ng Anwar of sexual
m sconduct. It was sent to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
along with a sworn statenment by Azizan that Anwar had sodom sed him
Asked why he | et Anwar sodom se him Azizan said: "I was scared of him
as he was in power then."
He said he was under pressure as did not expect that Anwar who al ways
chanpi oned the cause of |slamand was hi ghly reagarded by the people could
do such a thing towards him
"He al so took advantage of nmy tim d and obedi ent character,"” said
Azi zan.
Asked by Anwar's | eadi ng counsel Chri stopher Fernando why he had not
menti oned about the alleged sodony in Tivoli Villa and Port Dickson in his
confession, Azizan said it was because he felt sad as that was the first
time he was sodomi sed and that too by two persons.
He said he did nention the Port Dickson incident to the police team
whi ch questioned hi m
When the | awyer suggested to Azizan that he had only presented a
partially true version to Unm Hafilda, Justice Datuk Arifin Jaka
i ntervened saying that did not nean the matter was not true.
Azi zan then said: "l nade a sworn statement in the name of God about
bei ng sodom sed by Datuk Seri Anwar because | felt guilty for allow ng
nmysel f to be sodomi sed by him?"
Azi zan said that in addition to submtting the sworn statenent to Dr
Mahat hir, he had given a copy of it to | awer Karpal Singh and one to the
police officer who recorded his statenent.
He said Karpal told himto let Dr Mahathir deal with the matter since
the sworn statenment and Umi Hafilda's | etter had been sent to the Prine
M ni ster.
Karpal, who is the Menber of Parlianment for Jelutong, also promised to
bring up the matter in the next Parlianent session, said Azizan.
Heari ng conti nues t oday.
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