08 FEB 1999
Court - Anwar (Afternoon)
ANWAR ADM TS HE WAS RELUCTANT TO LODGE REPORT

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahimadnmtted in
the H gh Court here today that he was initially quite reluctant to | odge a
police report over allegations of sexual m sconduct against him

The former deputy prime mnister and forner finance mnister
testifying in his defence on four charges of corrupt practice, said that
former Special Branch Director Datuk Mhanmed Said Awang and his deputy
then, Datuk Amr Junus, suggested to himto |odge a police report to
facilitate investigations into the matter

"Initially, | was not supportive or agreeable to the proposition
because we received hundreds of these letters and | thought the prine
mnister was right then in giving ne the advice to ignore such letters.
Furthernore, we have simlar allegations nmade agai nst others and | have yet
to come across one who | odges a police report,” Anwar said.

He said his initial reaction or reluctance to nake a police report
shoul d not be considered as hi mbeing unprepared to be investigated.

Anwar said that one instance where no police report was | odged was the
case which inplicated Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob over the murder of
a video distributor, Mistakizah

Anwar, 51, is alleged to have used his position to interfere in police
i nvestigations into allegations of sexual m sconduct against him

He is charged under Section 2(1) of the Energency (Essential Powers)
Ordi nance No 22 of 1970 which carries a maxi mum sentence of 14 years
i mpri sonment or fine of RMRO, 000 or bot h.

Anwar, who took his oath in Bahasa Mal aysia and | ater gave his
testinmony in English, told the court that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had advi sed himto ignore the letter dated Aug 5, 1997
whi ch contai ned the allegations.

"I read the letter. It was handed to me by the PM He told ne to read
it and to destroy it, and he gave ne a short lecture on howto deal wth
it, saying that even he hinself has received serious allegations...narried
to a Singapore Chinese girl. And he said his decision is always to ignore
them and he advised ne to do so too," he said.

VWhen counsel Raja Aziz Addruse asked hi mwhy he | odged a police report,
Anwar said he trusted Mhaned Said when he said the allegations were
critical because "we should not allow irresponsible animals to proceed with
such a malicious allegation and to find out the truth including those
conspiring with thent.

Anwar said when he decided to | odge the police report, he thought that
the investigation would be confined to the letters and to the conspirators
and it would not lead to the investigation into his character

He said after Mohaned Said and Amir told himthat they suspected
attenpts by sone politicians to snear his reputation, he agreed with their
suggestion that the allegations nust be investigated thoroughly and Mhaned
Sai d said "deeply".

"They told me that the 1GP had already received a letter and as they
canme to see ne after their nmeeting with the 1@, ny inpression was that the
IGP was fully aware of what they intend to do," he said.

Anwar said Mohamed Said and Amir were concerned because they believed
that "there were other personalities involved in the witing of the letter
of planning, orchestrating and we mnust appreciate that our discussions were
very frank and open".



Earlier, when asked regarding the atnosphere during the nmeetings with
Mohamed Said and Amir, Anwar said: "Cordial, informal and friendly like
nost of my neetings with the AG" he said, snmling at Tan Sri Mhtar
Abdul | ah who headed the prosecution team

Anwar said the Special Branch was concerned over the |letter because
they felt the issue was related to the security of the country and an
attenpt to snear the reputation of the |eaders.

"They were keen to investigate to find out the personalities involved
and those who orchestrated it frombehind. | agreed with them because to ny
mnd, | know fully well the malicious intent of the witer and that | have
political foes who would stop at nothing to achieve their agenda," he said.

He also told the court that he did not believe any of the organisations
i ncl udi ng Abi m (Mal aysi an Muslim Youth Myvenent) nentioned in an anonynous
letter "Tal gin Terbuka Untuk Anwar |brahint (Last Rites For Anwar |brahim,
and Mohanmed Said and Amir concurred with himon that matter

VWhen asked whet her he gave any direction to arrest Unm Hafilda Ali and
Azi zan Abu Bakar, the woman and the man responsible for the letter
contai ning the allegations of his sexual m sconduct, Anwar denied that he
gave such instructions to Mhaned Said and Amr.

"There was no discussion or suggestion by nme or by themon the arrest
of Umm (Hafilda) and Azizan. \Wat they told me was that they were
searching for them It was ny understanding then that they want to talk to
t hese people after the police report was | odged by Zull Aznam " he said.
(Zul'l Aznam Haron was Anwar's ai de-de-canp).

"I left it to the police to handle the matter. | trusted the w sdom and
conpetence of the police. No |onger so now," he said.

Anwar said that fromtinme to tine, particularly before the Umo genera
assenbly, politicians including hinmself were bound to receive many hate
mail letters and such letters were witten agai nst many peopl e includi ng
the prime mnister and other mnisters.

He said he did not take the matter regarding the letter very seriously
when Mbhamed Said and Amir expressed their concern over the timng of the
letter which coincided with the Umo general assenbly.

"And | told themof the PMs advice. | (nyself) considered the
all egation to be nmalicious, scurrilous and irresponsible and | denied the
al  egations vehenently," he said.

He said Umi Hafilda's letter was the first one to make all egati ons
agai nst himand he received a letter with the sane covering letter
addressed to the prine mnister but the contents were shorter and m |l der
part of the allegations being against her brother, Mhamed Azmin Ai, for
not hel pi ng her. (Mhanmed Azm n was Anwar's forner private secretary).

Earlier, he said Mohanmed Said and Amir frequently met himprior to and
after 1997.

"Al t hough they were responsible to the Mnister of Hone Affairs, they
cane to see ne to brief me on the latest political and econom c issues and
on general public reaction to governnent policies and the |eadership,” he
sai d.

Anwar said they cane to see himfor the sane reason that many ot her
senior officers because they did not have the access to the prinme mnister
as they have to himand they wanted himinformed on those matters.

He said these neetings occur at |east once a nonth and there were
occasi ons when the neetings were fixed nore than once and they were fixed
by Mohaned Aznmin and nost of the neetings were arranged by Amir and ASP
Zul'l Aznam

"Because of ny schedule, | normally see themat honme after a function
or dinner. This is not unusual as | do this with other senior officers and
m ni sters at hone, at night, between 9.30pmto 10.30pm or even later," he



sai d.

Anwar said he considered the neetings between him Mhaned Said and
Amir over the allegations as "very private and purely personal".

VWhen asked about Unm Hafilda and Azizan's arrest on Aug 17, 1997,
Anwar said both the Special Branch senior officers came to his official
resi dence and told himthat they were arrested at Dr Ristina Majid s house
i n Bangsar and he was al so briefed on the invol venent of Datuk Aziz
Shanmsuddi n, Dr Mahathir's political secretary, and both officers believed
there were nmany ot hers invol ved.

"I did not know Dr Ristina personally. | have heard of her and aware of
her connection with the rich and fanous around KL," he said.

Anwar said that he, together with Mhamed Said and Amir, had a | onger
di scussion that night because they explained to him Aziz's invol venent
woul d certainly conplicate the issue for the case and Dr Ristina on the
ot her hand was quite well-known to the VIPs.

"I happened to be an exception...no regrets,” Anwar said, and sml ed.

At this juncture, Justice Datuk S. Augustine Paul told Anwar not to make
any coments unless he wanted it to be recorded. Anwar responded by sayi ng
"put it on record".

He admtted that since Unm Hafilda and Azizan were arrested, he was a
bit concerned that they m ght be detained for nuch too | ong.

He said that once he knew of the involvenent of Aziz and Dr Ristina in
the matter, he was keen that the police should investigate it "thoroughly
and get to the bottomof it".

VWhen asked why Aziz's invol venent conplicated the matter, Anwar said it
was because he was the prine mnister's political secretary and within the
Umo | eadership, it was generally known that he harbours enmity towards him
and had been opposing himright through.

Anwar said that during the discussion, Mhaned Said and Amir were
curious to know of his personal relationship with the prinme mnister and he
assured themthat the relationship then was "excellent".

"I don't believe at that tinme that the PM approved of the invol venment
of Aziz. (I am naive, | supposed,” Anwar said.

He said when Azizan apologised to himin a neeting at his house, he was
not too pleased with the explanati on gi ven but when Azi zan nenti oned t hat
he would be a "nurtad" (apostate) if he continued with the allegation,
Anwar said he forgave Azizan and told Azizan to go hone.

"I thought he was really genuine,"” Anwar said and | ater expl ai ned that
apostasy was a very serious offence for a Muslimto commit and he took it
very seriously as Azizan had used that word.

Hearing conti nues at 9am tonorrow.
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