31/ 01/ 1999
Anwar to make defence (HL)

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Hi gh Court today ordered Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
to enter his defence on four corrupt practice charges, ruling that the
prosecuti on had established a prima facie case agai nst him

Judge Datuk S. Augustine Paul said he did not propose to give reasons
for his decision at this stage and fixed Feb 8 for the defence stage to
begi n.

Anwar, who chose to give sworn evidence fromthe wi tness box, is
expected to be the first wtness.

The defence indicated that it would call nore than 20 w t nesses,

i ncl udi ng governnment ministers whomit would interview next week.

They are Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, Finance M nister
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk
Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob, and International Trade and Industry M nister
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

The defence had also said it would call former |nspector-General of
Pol i ce Tan Sri Rahi m Noor.

The judge told the prosecution to arrange the interviews, despite
| eadi ng prosecutor Datuk Abdul Gani Patail's argunent that the defence
shoul d first explain howthe evidence woul d be rel evant.

Paul said the defence would only be able to explain after talking to the
wi t nesses, and told Gani to make an application for the explanati on when
hearing resuned on Feb 8.

The judge also ruled that the court had the power to exclude w tnesses
if it was not satisfied that their evidence was rel evant.

He nade clear that evidence on the truth or falsity of the sex
al | egati ons agai nst Anwar woul d be irrel evant and i nadm ssi bl e.

"The evi dence proposed to be elicited (at the defence stage) ... nust be
confined to the issues raised in the anended charges," he said.

The prosecution amended the charges two weeks ago to focus its case on
the m suse of power. Paul had then ordered the trial to focus on the
corrupt practice and expunged all evidence on the sex allegations.

Anwar is charged with using his governnent position to direct the
Speci al Branch to get Umi Hafilda Ali and Azi zan Abu Bakar to retract
their allegations agai nst him

Umm had accused Anwar of having an affair with her sister-in-law while
Azi zan al |l eged that Anwar had sodom sed him

Before giving his decision, Paul also anended the charges. Two charges
saw a mnor change in the wording, while a sentence was added to the other
two to bring themin line with the evidence adduced. The latter two
charges were read out to Anwar who clained trial on them

Anwar told reporters before hearing began that he was "realistic" about
hi s expectations, and after the decision was given, said: "W will put up
a good defence."

He put up a cheerful front, raising his armjokingly during the
proceedi ngs when the judge asked himto deci de how he wanted to make his
defence. Hs wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Isnail, told reporters outside
the court later that she felt "very sad" about the defence being given a
week to prepare when it had requested two weeks.

The judge rejected the request for a two-week adjournnent, saying
justice did not only nean justice for the accused. Paul said his other
cases, sone involving remanded persons, had been stuck since this tria



began.
This was the 50th day of the trial. Public interest has renained intense

as reflected in the packed courtroomevery day, especially today. Every
section - the reporters and observers, fanmly and public - was filled to
its limt.

Qutside the court, a large group of Anwar's supporters gathered, waving
banners. Their chants of Reformasi! filled the air as they shouted with
great energy especially when various vehicles left the courthouse.
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