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ANWAR " MASTER ACCOUNTS" DI SCLOSURE A BLOW TO OPPCSI TI ON FRONT

By: Ali Manat

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernama) -- Wth their internal squabbl es
continuing, the so-called Alternative Front, a |oose political pact of four
opposition parties, faces an uphill task garnering support to boost what
little chance they have of w nning the com ng general election

In the latest turn of events, the credibility of their shadow Prine
M nister, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim has been dealt a severe dent if not a
knock- out bl ow.

The front, which conprises PAS, DAP, KeAdilan and PRM which has been
| eani ng heavily on Anwar to win public support, may be losing their trunp
card followi ng yesterday's expose by former Bank Negara Assi stant CGovernor
Dat uk Abdul Mirad Khalid.

Mur ad dropped a bonbshell by making a statutory declaration that Anwar
al l egedly controlled 20 Master Accounts worth nore than RMB billion to be
used to further his political anbition

Murad cl ai ned that anong those who received paynents fromthe accounts
was a think tank in the United States headed by a fornmer senior director of
the National Security Council Douglas H Paal. The paynment of RVMB8 million
was al l egedly made to help pronote Anwar's image in the United States and
Eur ope.

He al so clained that Anwar as finance mnister had used his position to
arrange bank | oans for several of his cronies, including RO nillion to
someone who is now a KeAdilan | eader. Also nentioned in Mirad's statutory
declaration is Dr Chandra Miuzaffar, the KeAdil an deputy president, who
today denied the allegations.

VWile reaction of the Alternative Front is being awaited, many quarters
expressed shock and di smay over Miurad' s disclosure.

They believe Murad's allegations would definitely erode even further
what ever little public confidence in Anwar's integrity.

Murad was known to be close to Anwar and as a senior Bank Negara
of ficer, he knows what he's tal king about, they said.

A conrade-at-arnms of Anwar during their student days in the 1970s but
now a vocal critic, Datuk Haji IbrahimAli, said the revelation gives the
public an opportunity to now see Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad' s justification for sacking Anwar as deputy prime mnister, finance
m ni ster and Umo deputy president.

"Now it is much easier for the people to see who Anwar really is and
who is nore transparent -- Anwar or Mhathir?" said Ibrahim who is a
Deputy Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

He said the use of an Anerican agency by Anwar to pronote his inmage was
nost i nappropriate and coul d have jeopardi sed the nation's security,
harmony and stability.

It also clearly proved that "Anwar is a | eader who does not practise
what he preaches.”

| brahi m however regretted that Murad' s disclosure had come rather late
because if it had been nade earlier, "surely the anger and opposition anong
certain people against Dr Mahathir on the issue of Anwar's sacki ng woul d
not have bl own up."

But he was confident with the exposure, the trust in Anwar's
credibility among a section of the popul ati on woul d di mi ni sh and the
over - zeal ousness of the supporters of KeAdilan and other opposition parties
woul d further erode



The Mal ay Contractors Associ ation of Ml aysia secretary-general,
Senator Rosli Mt Hassan, said those people who still supported Anwar and
t he opposition parties now find that they have been m sled by the outward
appear ance of Anwar.

"Inreality, he is a traitor to the race, nore so to the Ml ay
entrepreneurs who had | ooked up to himto help their cause.”

"Wth this revelation, we now realise where part of the allocations of
the Entrepreneurs Rehabilitation Fund (TPU) had gone to. The fund was
created by the governnment to assist nmenbers of the contractors' association
who were facing problens but it now appears that part of it had gone
el sewhere,” he added.

Rosli said if what Murad said was true, the RMO mllion fromthe fund
whi ch went to one person could have actually hel ped 20 Mal ay entrepreneurs
who wer e deserving.

He said Murad's discl osure was shocki ng because it showed how
government machi nery and senior officers such as a Bank Negara Assi st ant
Governor could be used to further the political objectives of one person.

Rosli is certain that this |atest devel opnent will open the eyes of the
peopl e and change drastically the perception of those who thought of the
Alternative Front as a viable alternative government.
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