19 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - Denonstrati on
ANVWAR S PO SONI NG CLAI M TO AG TATE SUPPORTERS, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 19 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
today that Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahims claimthat he had been poi soned coul d
be ained at getting his followers to denonstrate in the streets again.

The Prime Mnister said this could be one of three reasons for the
former deputy prinme mnister to nake the allegation as he realised that the
peopl e' s support for himwas wani ng.

"To make them (his supporters) angry and agitated, he clainmed he had
been poi soned,"” he told reporters after officiating at the Kelab Gol f
Kaki t angan Awam and the Civil Service famly day here.

Dr Mahathir said the allegation of arsenic poisoning was also to
prol ong Anwar's sodony trial which had been going on for sone tine.

He said it was also to blacken the name of the governnment at the tine
of the Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation (Apec) summt in New Zeal and and
the recent Commonweal th Law Conference in Ml aysia.

He said this when asked to comment on today's street protests staged by
Anwar's supporters to back their calls for independent investigations into
clains that Anwar was suffering fromarsenic poisoning while in custody.

Sim | ar denmonstrations were also held on Sept 11 and yesterday.

Asked if the poison issue was raised in the hope of deterring himfrom
calling for election, Dr Mahathir said: "No, it is mainly to keep the case
(trial) going because if and when the case is over the people can nmake
coments. "

"He doesn't want us to say anything during the el ection canpaign.”

He pointed out that Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azizah |Ismail had
al so clained that the governnment could inject Anwar with the Al DS virus
when he was arrested.

"There may be sone evi dence of arsenic poisoning but when you take
shell fish you get arsenic in your urine; there may be sone but the main
thing is to agitate his followers," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar was al so behind the 1974 student denonstrations
by alleging that a child had died of starvation in Baling, Kedah

He said although the allegation was proven false, it had nade students
angry and they protested.

Dr Mahathir said if Anwar did not resort to this, the Wan Azi zah-1ed
Parti Keadil an Nasional would not get support.

"Peopl e who joi ned Keadil an were seen rejoi ning Umo and sone di ssol ved
the party (local branches). They (those who rejoined Umo) know there is no
basis to the claimthat there was a conspiracy against him" he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said Anwar should submit fully to nedical tests to
prove his claimof arsenic poisoning because it was a very damagi ng
al | egati on agai nst the governnent.

"Now he does not want to give full access to his body to check and
verify his arsenic poisoning claim | believe there are three or four
tests, the nail, hair and bone marrow, to check the arsenic poisoning,"” he
sai d.

Asked on the recent arrest of Awwar's fornmer famly driver Azizan Abu
Bakar for khalwat (close proximty), Dr Mahathir said he believed sonmebody
was wat chi ng Azi zan cl osely.

"I think all will be done to discredit this witness,"” he said of
Azi zan, a prosecution witness in the corruption trial of Anwar.

Last April, Anwar was found guilty in the corruption case and sentenced



to six years' jail.

H s sodonmy trial at the H gh Court here was adjourned on Sept 10 after
his lawer told the court that |aboratory test results showed a high |evel
of arsenic in Anwar's urine sanple.
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