13 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - Anwar
ANWAR S ALLEGED ARSENI C PO SONI NG A WELL- PLANNED PLOY, SAYS DR M

KUALA SELANGOR, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said tonight his former deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
carefully planned to disclose his alleged arsenic poisoining during the
Asi a- Paci fi c Econom ¢ Cooperation Leaders' Sunmit in Auckland to gain
i nternational attention

He al so chose to make the announcenent when sone 1,500 del egates of the
international legal fraternity were in Malaysia to attend the 12th
Commonweal th Law Conf er ence

He said the disclosure was nmade at an opportune tinme to arouse the
anger of his supporters to riot and to hate the governnent.

H s supporters were now painting a bad picture of the country to the
foreigners, he said.

"They were now al |l eging that the government tried to poison their
| eader Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimto arouse anger (among the people)," he
sai d when opening the sports conpl ex here.

Dr Mahathir said this was not the first time they had nade wild
al | egati ons agai nst the governnent as previously they had accused that the
government would inject Al DS-causing HV virus into Anwar's body while he
was under police custody.

He said the Barisan Nasional government was not the type to poison its
political enemes as "we are not scared of them"

He said Anwar was known to be a mastermind who liked to capitalise on
denonstrations and riots to project hinself for self interest.

Anwar knew how to exploit students and the people to gain politica
m | eage and this was proven when he nasterm nded the denonstrati on staged
by university students in Kuala Lunpur in 1974 when he (Dr Mhathir) was
then the Education M nister

The denonstration was pronpted by news that a boy had di ed of hunger in
Bal i ng, Kedah, he said.

"Al t hough the news was not true, the students still went ahead with the
denonstration... it's clear that Anwar is the masterm nd who i s adept at
usi ng denmonstrations to show off his credibility,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government had to detain himunder the Interna
Security Act (ISA) and the country was peaceful for about 25 years as he
was subsequently in the government.

"Rioting and street denonstrations will not have occurred if Anwar was
still in the governnent.

" When he is outside the government, he will be the mastermind for
riots and accuse the BN of being unjust but when he was a mnister in the
government, he had never said the government was unfair,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar did not protest when several people were
arrested under the ISA in 1987 but he is now accusi ng the governnent of
bei ng unjust after being charged in court.

He said if the BN wished to showits capability to riot, the nunber of
peopl e present in this stadiumtonight itself would suffice.

"But we do not resort to such actions because we val ue the peace... it
is the arrogance of a small group of Anwar's supporters to assault a police
of ficer on Saturday in the hope that they would not be identified," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir chall enged the group whom he regarded as cowards to
surrender and face the lawif they were really brave.



" We want to congratul ate the police because despite being provoked and
ridiculed, they still discharged their duties w thout using force. Not that
t hey cannot use force, they chose to carry out their duties orderly and
peaceful ly," he said.

The openi ng cerenony was attended by about 25,000 people who were |ater
entertained to songs and dances by popul ar artistes Ziana Zain and Senario
G oup.
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