10 NOvV 1999
Court - Anwar ( Post poned)
ANWAR TRI AL POSTPONED, JUDGE UNWELL

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 10 (Bernama) -- The sodomy trial of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m and hi s adopted brother, Sukma Dar mawan Sasmitaat Madja, was
post poned to Friday by the H gh Court here today because Justice Datuk
Arifin Jaka was not well.

H gh Court Deputy Registrar Rozilah Salleh, in announcing the
post ponenment, said it was also to enable the defence to sort out docunents
for the trial.

Arifin heard Anwar's defence for 45 minutes before adjourning to enable
Anwar's counsel to sort out the docunents to be presented to the court.

However, he did not appear after the 30-m nute break and Rozil ah, who
energed fromthe judge's chanber with Anwar's counsel Karpal Singh and
Pawancheek Marican and senior deputy public prosecutors Datuk Abdul Gani
Pat ai | and Dat uk Azahar Mhaned, announced Friday for nention to deternine
when the trial would resune.

Rozil ah said: "H's Lordship is not very well and the defence counsel
need tine to sort out the docunents.”

Pawancheek told reporters later that the judge had to undergo a nedical
check-up at the hospital for a backache.

Anwar, 52, the forner deputy prinme mnister, and Sukma, 38, are being
jointly tried on separate charges of sodom sing Azizan Abu Bakar, 39,
former driver of Anwar's wife, at Sukma's apartnment in Tivoli Villa,
Bangsar, here, at 7.45 one ni ght between January and March 1993.

Sukrma, a businessnman is also charged with abetting Anwar to sodom se
Azi zan at the sane place and tine.

Earlier, Anwar told the court that he received the letter, "Perihal
Sal ah Laku Ti nbal an Perdana Menteri" (The Matter of the Deputy Prine
M nister's M sconduct) dated Aug 5, 1997, said to have been witten by Umm
Hafilda Ali, together with a sworn statenent by Azizan fromPrime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in early August that year during a nornal
nmeeting at his office.

He said the prine minister informed hi mthat Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayob, who was then deputy home mnister had given himthe letter.

"The prime mnister asked me to read the letter and destroy it," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir had raised the matter several tinmes during their daily
nmeetings and given himfatherly advice before their rel ationship changed,
he said.

"He referred the matter...giving ne fatherly advice to ignore it,
dismssed it and said in politics we are bound to receive many nore of such
mal i ci ous, scandal ous al |l egati ons,

"He even gave specific exanples of poison pen letters witten agai nst
hi m making wi Il d al | egati ons but he chose to ignore and dismss them He did
not | odge any police report,” Anwar said.

Anwar said he was disturbed with the allegations in the letter as it
was the first tinme there were such allegations against him

He told the prine minister that the letter was "fitnah" (defanatory)
right fromthe very begining when Dr Mahathir handed himthe letter.

Anwar said he did not nmeet Unm Hafilda, the sister of his fornmer
private secretary, Azmn, as the letter was not circulated to the public
but he did show Aznmin the letter since it involved his sister before asking
himto destroy it.



Azmin was upset that his sister was prepared to wite the letter to
snmear him his wife and Anwar, he said.

He said that on Aug 11, 1997, the then Special Branch director, Datuk
Sai d Awang, inforned himof the circulation of a simlar poison-pen letter
purportedly witten by Um Hafil da and another one entitled "Talqgin
Ter buka Untuk Anwar Ibrahim' (last Rites for Anwar |brahim.

VWen he nentioned that Tan Sri Rahi m Noor had told hi mabout the witer
of the subsequent letter, Karpal Singh informed the court that the defence
woul d probably call the former inspector-general of police.

At this juncture, Gani told the court that the evidence had been
adduced earlier on Cct 25 and 26 when Anwar was questioned by his |eading
counsel Christopher Fernando.
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