09 JUN 1999
Speaker - PM
ANYONE VWHO COMVANDS MAJORI TY SUPPORT | N PARLI AMENT CAN BE PM

KUALA LUMPUR, June 9 (Bernama) -- Under the Federal Constitution any
Mal aysi an who commrands the majority support in Parlianment can be Prinme
M ni ster of Malaysia with the consent of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Dewan
Rakyat Speaker Tun Mohaned Zahir Ismail said today.

"There are no conditions in the Federal Constitution that the Prine
M ni ster should be of the Malay race or any other race as the post is open
to anyone who commands the support of the majority of the nenbers of the
House, " he said.

The Speaker said this when asked to comment on the opposition proposal
to rotate the Prinme Mnister's post, it it cane to power, anong |eaders of
PAS, Keadilan, Parti Rakyat Ml aysia and the DAP.

Earlier the Speaker received the Speaker of the Parlianent of the
Repubi ¢ of Yenen at his office here.

Mohanmed Zahir said Article 43 of the Federal Constitution did not state
that the post of Prime Mnister of Ml aysia should be held only by a Ml ay
or a Muslim

"It can be held by anyone who is a nenber of the Dewan Rakyat and who
conmmands the support of the majority of the menbers of the House and with
t he consent of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong,"” he added.

On Monday Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad had when
commenting on the proposal said that in such a situation Ml aysia would
have a governnent |led by four parties with different |eaders and different
Vi ews.

Mohamed Zahir said the visit of the Yenen Parliament Speaker Sheikh
Abdul | a Hussein Al - Ahmar woul d hel p strengthen existing rel ati ons between
Mal aysi a and that country.

During the neeting, Sheikh Abdulla extended an invitation to Mhaned
Zahir to visit the Yemen Republic.

Mal aysia's trade and Islamic relations with Yenmen date back to the
1400s during the period of the Mel aka Mal ay Sultanate.

Shei kh Abdul | a al so called on the President of the Dewan Negara Tan Sri
Mohaned Yaacob.

The Shei kh arrived here yesterday fromBeijing after a tour of China at
the head of a 10-nmenber delegation for a three-day visit to Ml aysia.

Thi s afternoon Shei kh Abdulla will have an audi ence with the Yang
di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah at |stana Negara and
also call on the Prinme Mnister.

He programme al so includes a tour of the KLCC

Tormorrow he will visit the International Islamc University and neet
Yermeni students before | eaving for the Genting Hi ghl ands.

The Sheikh will also visit the Institute for Islamc Understandi ng
before | eaving for London tonorrow night fromthe KL International Airport.
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