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A feat that's not easy to match
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ITis easy for sonebody to go around the country to hold political ceranmah
if the objective is to conplain about things supposedly not done or done
wongly by the Governnent.

Very few places in the country are now i naccessi ble. The road network is
so extensive that there is no | onger the distinction between hulu (rura
or upstream and pekan (town).

But buil ding an extensive network of hi ghways and roads has not been as
easy as sone opposition politicians have nade it out to be.

Today, whenever the Governnent argues that the rapid devel opnent of the
country woul d not have been possible without political stability and good
managenent, it will be scoffed at by the opposition. They say they can do
better if given a chance by the people. Talk is easy as it is cheap.

But convincing others to |l end us the noney to build the roads, bridges,
dans and irrigation canals, and |later to invest in our country, has not
been easy.

What is easy is accusing others. Gtherw se, how do we justify | eaders of
a political party that projects itself as an Islamic party branding fell ow
Muslinms kafir (infidels)?

Can these peopl e and their woul d-be non-Mislimcoll aborators convince
the world that Malaysia will remain an enlightened and tol erant Islamc
nation if ever they are in power when they have no qual ns about branding
fellow Muslins kafir?

Can they convince international |enders and investors to continue
fundi ng our economni c devel opnent ?

Can they convince the giants of the information technol ogy age to
continue to invest in the Miltinmedia Super Corridor the way that Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has been doi ng since 19977

WIIl the doa (prayers) as recited so eloquently in Arabic, the | anguage
of the Quran, and in English by the i mamof the National Msque, Pirdaus
Ismail, at the official opening of Cyberjaya on Thursday be heard by the
giants of information technology if there is no such forward-1| ooking
initiative as the MSC?

This is the nodern and noderate face of Islamthat Malaysia, as a nulti-
religious and nmulti-racial nation, should be projecting to the world. Not
the Islamthat is inward-|ooking and excl usive.

I must congratulate the imamfor the beautifully-crafted and presented
doa, which sought Allah's nercy and help not only for the Muslins but for
all present at the cerenony.

And to the Miltinmedi a Devel opnent Corporation for making the occasion
different, brief and sweet.

Qur Mal aysi an sense of respect, as represented by our el aborate protoco
and repetitive salutations, can sonetinmes be stifling and time-consuni ng.
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