24 JUL 1999
Razal ei gh- Apol ogy
APOLOGY MEANT TO CREATE DEEPER UNDERSTANDI NG SAYS KU LI

KOTA BAHARU, July 24 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Umo Liai son chairman Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah expl ai ned that his open apology to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at a function in conjunction with the Prine Mnister's visit to the
state two days ago was ainmed at clearing doubts over their relationship
followi ng their past dispute.

He said the apol ogy which was sincere was also to create a sense of
deep under standi ng between all Umo nenbers so that it would be easier for
the party to face the com ng general election

"No one can use the issue (on the dispute) to cause friction anong us,"
he told reporters after chairing a nmeeting of the Conmunications Conmttee
of the Kelantan Umo Liai son Body, here today.

During the historic event in front of about 2,000 nmenbers of the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) component parties, Tengku Razal ei gh apol ogised to
Umo and the Prime Mnister for his actions which led to the party being
decl ared unl awful in 1987.

Dr Mahathir, as Umo president, welconmed the apol ogy from Tengku
Razal ei gh, and in turn sought forgiveness fromthe forner president of the
now defunct Parti Ml ayu Semangat 46 (S46) if he (Tengku Razal ei gh)
harboured any ill feeling against him

Tengku Razal ei gh said Umo nenbers including fornmer nmenbers of S46, who
are now Umo nmenbers, shoul d seek apol ogy fromone another if there had
been any di spute between them

"Islam encourages (it), the Malay culture al so encourages us to
apol ogi se sincerely anong us even if it is over a snall matter. Al though we
don't commt any wong or mstake, who knows if we had erred or hurt the
feelings of others unintentionally," he said.

Asked whet her he and Umo were prepared to forgive PAS nenbers who
wi shed to join Umo, Tengku Razal eigh said: "It is not a problemw th Ummo,
we are prepared to forgive, just waiting for PAS nenbers to join Umo."

Meanwhi | e, Tengku Razal ei gh who is al so Gua Miusang Ummo di vi sion chi ef
said the Kel antan Umo Conmmuni cati ons Conmittee was drawi ng up a progranmme
to go on an information canpai gn throughout the state and coordi nate
activities between Umo and federal governnment agencies to avoid
dupl i cati on.

"We feel that a properly planned programe would give a w der inpact on
t he people. W nust create awareness anong the peopl e regardi ng the purpose
of our activities in a state such as Kel antan, such as why we need to take
over the governnment in Kelantan after the com ng general election," he
sai d.

He said the comm ttee was planning a nmassive gathering to celebrate the
nati onal day cel ebrations on Aug 31

Al so present at the Communications Conmittee neeting were deputy
chairman of the Kelantan Umo State Liaison Body Datuk Annuar Misa,

Kel antan Umo I nformation chief Datuk Zainal Abidin Abdul Kadir, Kelantan
Umo secretary Datuk Ahnmad Shahi buddi n Mohd Noor and Jeli Umo divi sion
head, Dat uk Mistapa Mhanad.
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