06/ 02/ 1999
Appoi nt directors of operations, parties told

Joni st on Bangkuai

PENAMPANG, Fri. - Chief Mnister and State Barisan Nasi onal chairman Tan
Sri Bernard Dompok has directed each of the nine State BN conponent
parties to appoint a director of operations for the upconing State

el ections.

He said the directors, whose role would be to ensure the snmooth runni ng
of the el ection machinery of their respective parties, will be stationed
at the State BN operations centre in Putatan, near here.

Speaki ng after performng the “lion eye opening' cerenony for two |ion
dance troupes at the Tai Pak Kung tenpl e i n Kanmpung Baru, Donpok sai d he
woul d be in charge of the BN s overall el ection nachinery by virtue of
being State BN chai r man.

"All the directors of operation will be reportingtonme as | will bein
charge of the BN s overall el ection nachinery," he said, adding that it
was his responsibility to ensure that the BN s el ecti on nmachinery was in
pl ace.

Donpok said all the State BN conponents recogni sed the need to work as a
teamto ensure victory for the coalition.

The ni ne State BN conponents are Umo, Parti Denokrati k Sabah, Parti
Ber sat u Rakyat Sabah, Angkat an Keadi |l an Rakyat, Sabah Progressive Party,
Li beral Denocratic Party, MCA, Gerakan and M C.

On the request by Wanita Umo to field at | east three wonen candi dat es
inthe comng State el ecti on, Dompok said all requests would be
consi der ed.

He said the role of wonen was crucial in ensuring that the BNis
returned to power in the election.

Donpok said he was satisfied with the novenment's preparations for the
el ections.

Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man had nade a for mal
request to Umo president and nati onal BN chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to field three women candi dates in the Sabah el ecti ons.

Presently, Lumadan Assenbl ywonan Dat uk Dayang Mahani Pengi ran Ahmed
Raffae is the only femal e BN nenber in the 48-seat State Legislative
Assenbl y.
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