12/ 12/ 1999

Appoi nt ment of Musa as Education M nister |auded

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Muslim Youth Mywvenent of Mal aysia hopes that nore
such appointments |like that of Tan Sri Musa Mohamad, a non-politician, to
the Cabinet will be made in future.

Its president, Ahmad Azam Abdul Rahman, said Miusa's appoi nt nent has
"opened the door"” for other non-politicians to be included in the Cabinet.
Musa, who is former Universiti Sains Ml aysia vice-chancellor, will be
sworn in as Senator on Monday. He replaces Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who

has noved to the defence portfolio.

Ahrmad Azam hoped t he appoi ntnent of some young politicians into the
Cabi net would i nject new i deas and approaches to neet the aspirations of
t he post-New Economi ¢ Policy generation who were nore criticial and gl oba
in their thinking.

Soci al activist Datuk Lee Lam Thye sai d the new Cabi net, which conprised
bot h experienced and new faces, played an inportant role in providing a
strong and efficient governnent to address issues and chal | enges.

Lee said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had given a | ot
of thought to the formati on of the new Cabi net.

Negri Senbilan | ndi an Chanber of Conmerce president Dr T.V.K
Bal akri shnan said he was i npressed by the appoi ntnment of Miusa as the new
Educati on M ni ster.

He al so praised Dr Mahathir's decision in retaining Datuk Seri Rafidah
Aziz as International Trade and Industry M nister considering her good
track record

However, Bal akrishnan said the |Indian and Chi nese comunities had
expected to see an increase in the MC and MCA representation in the
Cabi net .

"Considering that votes fromthese two comunities had contri buted
largely in hel ping Bari san Nasional gain a convincing win in the genera
el ection, the communities' quota should have been increased,” he said.

Chi nese Assenbly Hall of Negri Senbilan vice-chairman Ng Kim Chu said he
was surprised over Miusa's appoi ntnent as there were many el ected
representati ves who coul d have been gi ven the post.

Ng said that fromthe election result, he had expected many changes in
t he Cabi net.

"Maybe the changes will conme after the Umo el ections next year," he
added.
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