07 JAN 1999

APPRCPRI ATE FOR GOVT TO CONSI DER SETTI NG UP | NDEPENDENT COWM SSI ON

TUMPAT, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz
Ni k Mat said today it is an appropriate nove for the Federal Governnent to
consi der suggestions that an i ndependent comm ssion be set up to probe into
the injuries sustained by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile he was in police
cust ody.

He said such a nove was necessary as many peopl e including those at
i nternational |evel had been awaiting the outcone of the report on the
i nvestigations and a clear decision on the incident involving the fornmer
deputy prime mnister.

Ni k Aziz was speaking to reporters after |aunching the Students Wl fare
Devel opnent Fund of the M ddl e East University Preparatory Studies Centre
here.

Yesterday Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had said the
gover nment woul d consi der the suggestions from various groups that an
i ndependent conm ssion be set up to further investigate the case of
injuries sustained by Anwar while in custody at the Bukit Aman Police
Headquarters in | ate Septenber.

The call for an independent conm ssion was nmade foll owi ng the statenent
by Attorney-Ceneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdullah two days ago that police
of ficers caused some of the injuries to Anwar but the person or persons had
yet to be identified.

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prime Mnister on Sept 2 | ast year
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