16/ 05/ 1999

A question of comitment

THE revel ation that the various mnistries have been slow in spending
their devel opnent expenditure allocation is surprising, given the shortage
of funds during the current downturn.
But what is even nore surprising is the fact that at |east six
m ni stries and government departments have yet to spend even a single sen
of their allocation during the first quarter of this year.
It is sad that even as we are entering a new mllennium sone civi
servants seemto be lost in a world of their own. Such | ackadai sica
attitude anopng those entrusted with such an inportant responsibility is
unf or gi vabl e.
The fact that at |least 16 ministries and departnents experi enced between
a 50 and 100 per cent shortfall in disbursenent in the first quarter of
this year is of grave concern.
While Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and First Fi nance
M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddin are putting things right, the big question on
the rakyat's mnds woul d be "what went wong?' Can it and will it happen
agai n?
The Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli's deni al
that the delays in the disbursenment of the funds were caused by red tape
and administrative bottlenecks is an age ol d excuse that cannot be
tol erated any nore.
But such instances of perforning below par is, unfortunately, nothing
new anong sone civil servants. Previously, up to 30 per cent of the
al l ocations were returned each year. Were steps taken to ensure that such
del ays did not recur?
O course, there are many valid reasons why the full allocations have
not been exhausted. VWhile there nmay be legiti mate reasons for doing so,
nmore often than not the main factor is inefficiency on the part of those
entrusted with the task
The current economic crisis has set us back at |east five years in terns
of economi ¢ devel opnent and growm h. There is a ot of catching up to do.
This nmeans that we really have to pull up our socks and get on with the
j ob. Those who are not willing to do so or who are unable to cope should
make way for others.
Serving the nation is not about noney, politics or power. It is about
goi ng about one's job with honesty, commitment, integrity and a sense of
pride.
Any respectable civil servant who cannot fulfil his or her duty shoul d
step aside. It is the honorable thing to do. The tinme has conme to throw
the book at errant civil servants.
Surely, we cannot expect the Prime Mnister or the Finance Mnister to
wake themup fromtheir slunber every now and then
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