17 CCT 1999
Arafat-Visit
ARAFAT IN BRIEF VISIT TO M SI A, MEETS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Pal estine President Yasser Arafat
held talks with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad during a
brief visit to Ml aysia today.

Arafat, |eading a 10-nenber del egation, discussed bilateral cooperation
and the | atest devel opnent in the West Asian peace process with the
Mal aysi an | eader .

Ni k Mustafa N k Ahnmad, Wsma Putra's principal assistant secretary for
the West Asian region, said Arafat and his del egation arrived at the Sultan
Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang at about 2pm aboard a special jet.

Their hour-long neeting with Dr Mahathir began at about 7.40pmat a
| eadi ng hotel .

It was al so attended by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar
and Pal estinian Mnister of Local Government Dr Saeb Erilat, a main
negotiator in peace talks with Israel.

Ni k Mustafa said the Pal estinian del egation al so included Pl anni ng and
I nternational Cooperation Mnister Dr Nadil Shaat and Anbassador to
Mal aysi a Ahmad Al - Farra.

The Pal estinian del egation was on its way to Jeddah after visits to
Japan and Vi et nam
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