29 JAN 1999
Thai pusam
A RECORD TWD M LLI ON PECPLE TO CONVERGE AT BATU CAVES

By: E. Sivabal an

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 29 (Bernama) -- Batu Caves near here is bracing for a
record nunmber of two million visitors to converge at the tenple this
weekend to cel ebrate Thai pusam -- nore than doubl e the 900,000 who cane
| ast year.

It was earlier projected that this year's Thai pusam woul d attract about
one mllion people.

Sri Subramani aswany Tenple committee chai rman R Nadaraj ah said today
the figure was revised based on the | atest feedback fromthe police.

He said it was also due to the fact that this year's Thai pusamfalls on
Sunday and so Monday is a holiday in Selangor, Negeri Senbilan and ot her
states and Federal Territory Day also falls on Feb 1, a public holiday in
KL.

"Hence this year, we are not only expecting nore devotees but al so
| ocal and foreign tourists in view of the | ong weekend," he told Bernana

Nadaraj ah said the tenple conmttee was finalising preparations and
steping up security in collaboration with the police in view of the
expect ed huge turnout.

He said the nunber of tourists was expected to increase to 20,000 this
year.

He al so said the tenple committee would submit a nenorandumto Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad urging the governnent to declare
Thai pusam a public holiday for the Federal Territory of Kuala Lunpur.

The menorandum woul d be submitted through M C president Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vel lu on Sunday, he said.

Nadar aj ah noted that the comm ttee had been requesting the governnent
to decl are Thai pusam a public holiday in Kuala Lunmpur for nore than a
decade.

"W will not give up. W hope next year, Thaipusamw ||l be a public
hol i day in Kuala Lunpur,"” he added.

Meanwhi | e Batu Caves was a hive of activity with | arge nunbers of
peopl e noving in and out of the tenple grounds.

Food and souvenir stalls are beginning to line up the road | eading to
the tenple.

Tenpl e officials and volunteers were al so busy preparing to provide
free neals to the visitors.
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