01/10/ 1999
Asean should take the lead in East Ti nor peacekeepi ng, says PM

Zainul Arifin in New York

MALAYSI A feel s that Asean should take the I ead in the peacekeeping
operation in East Tinor, fromwhat it sees as the heavy-handed approach of
the Australian-led nultinational force.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad al so feels that Australia
shoul d scal e down the size of its forces and be | ess belligerent in the
way it is going about securing peace and disarming the mlitias in East
Ti nor .

"I saw pictures of Australian troops pointing guns at al nost anybody. Is
it necessary to point guns at peopl e who are obviously unarnmed?"

Wiile a strong mlitary presence could be one of the approaches to
handl e the situation in East Tinor, there were other ways than fl exing
mlitary might, he told a Press conference at the United Nations after
delivering his speech at the General Assenbly on Wednesday.

Asean, he said, was ready to contribute peacekeepers at any tine but
woul d require UN funding for the m ssion.

In an i nmedi ate response, Australian Prime Mnister John Howard rejected
the statenment by Dr Mahathir that Australian troops in East Tinor had been
"heavy- handed" and that their nunbers should be cut.

"The Government categorically rejects the criticismmade by Dr Mahathir.
The Australian forces have behaved i npeccably and they have brought very
great pride to the Australian nation," Howard told Parliament in Canberra.

"There is therefore no justification for an allegation of belligerence
or any other kind of behavi our outside the nmandate gi ven by the United
Nati ons and | enphatically and categorically reject the clainms rmade by the
Prime M nister of Ml aysia.

"We woul d wel cone increased participation in the nmultinational force by
Asean countries, we would particularly welcone a | arger contribution from
Mal aysi a, " he added.

The Australian-led nultinational force was authori sed under Chapter VII
of the United Nations Charter.

Under Chapter VII, the world body may authori se nenber countries to take
steps to restore peace anywhere in the world.

The spirit in the formation of the multinational force was not unlike
that of the alliance forned to get Iraq out of Kuwait in 1991. In the East
Ti mor case, the deploynent of the nultinational force was agreed upon by
I ndonesi a.

The force woul d not operate under the United Nations flag, and the
sol di ers woul d not be donning the traditional peacekeepers' blue hel nets,
but instead the col ours representing each of their countries.

Participating countries pay for their own depl oynent, unlike in
peacekeepi ng operati ons which are financed by the United Nations.

Dr Mahathir said he brought up the issue of the strong mlitary presence
in East Tinor, especially the large Australian contingent, with UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, when they net earlier in the day.

Annan said Australia's big force was necessary because other countries
were not sending troops.

Dr Mahat hir questioned the wi sdom of pressuring I ndonesia to hold the
referendumon East Tinor at a tine when the country was weakened by
econom ¢ and political problemns.

Whi |l e Jakarta was unabl e to canpaign for the integration of East Tinor
wi th I ndonesi a, the pro-i ndependence novenent was bei ng assi sted by
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