05 OCT 1999
Road- Mal aysi a
ASI AN COUNTRI ES SHOULD EMULATE M SI AN ROAD PRQIJECTS, SAYS OFFI Cl AL

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 5 (bernama) -- Asian countries should enul ate
Mal aysi a's success in attracting private sector participation in privatised
road construction, a senior United Nations agency official said today.

"They should learn from Mal aysia. It has a proven track record of joint
ventures between the governnment and private sector,” said Dr M Rahmatul | ah
of Ascap, the UN econom ¢ and social comm ssion for Asia and the Asia
Paci fic.

Citing Mal aysia's 874km 1 ong North South Expressway (NSE), Rahmatul | ah
rated the NSE as a world class highway and that Ml aysia was nmuch nore
advanced than many of other Asian countries in this respect.

Rahmat ul | ah, who is director of Ascap's transport, communications,
touri smand infrastructure devel opment division, was addressing the 21st
Worl d Road Congress here today.

He said Mal aysia's dual -carri ageway hi ghways have attractive rest and
recreational facilities that could attract foreign visitors when the
90, 000km Asi an hi ghway project is conpleted.

Rahmat ul | ah said privatisation would result in speedier conpletion of
hi ghways and further government participation would contribute to | ower
toll charges.

Mal aysi an H ghway Authority Director of the Regulatory Division |Ismail
Mohamed Sal | eh said the expressway idea came fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad in the 70's.

Ismail, who presented a paper on the NSE as part of Asian hi ghway
networ k, said the government privatised the project in 1988 to United
Engi neers (M Berhad and the whole stretch of NSE was opened in 1994.

Besi des providing fast and confortable journey, the NSE al so hel ped
expedite the devel opnent of the new grow h areas and increase the capacity
of goods transportation.

The success of privatised highway construction in Ml aysia had al so
attracted India which has invited Mal aysi an conpanies to invest in road
projects in that country.

The Director-Ceneral (Road Devel oprment) and Additional Secretary of
India's Mnistry of Surface Transport Prafulla Kumar said the ministry
pl anned to privatise four highway projects.

Kumar invited Ml aysi an conpani es, which were already involved in
several road projects in Andra Pradesh and Tam | Nadu, to bid for the
proposed hi ghways.

He sai d another project, |inking Jaipur and Ki shangar stretching over
93km was in the pre-qualification stage and he expected tender for it to
be issued in six nonths tine.

Kumar said the Indian governnent provided incentives to the private
sector, including up to 40 per cent funding, adding that 20 nore projects
worth US$250 million were in the pipeline.

He said Indians were generally receptive to tolled hi ghways al t hough
there were several |egal suits filed by opponents of such projects.

"Qur aimis to link major cities...Delhi, Madras, Minbai and Cal cutta
wi th four-1lane highways instead of the present two-|ane roads," he added.

- - BERNAMA

AR RYN



	ASIAN COUNTRIES SHOULD EMULATE M'SIAN ROAD PROJECTS, SAYS OFFICIAL (Bernama 05/10/1999)

