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Mahat hir - Asi a
ASI AN NATI ONS SHOULD FORGET PAST AND MOVE FORWARD, SAYS PM

LANGKAW , Dec 2 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has again stressed that Asian countries should forget the wars
fought between them nore than 50 years ago.

In Europe, he said, the traditional enem es were al ready working
t oget her.

"We should not harp on the past, the wars between forner enemes, or we
could never sit down and work together. W should forget the past and start
anew in this newmllennium" he said

Speaki ng at a di al ogue session after opening the Lima '99 internationa
aer ospace conference here today, he said: "W should not maintain the
stance that we cannot trust China"

For exanple, he said, if a country started to build nmlitary forces to
protect thenselves from China, then China would also build security forces
to defend thensel ves. The arms race would go on and on, when the huge suns
of nmoney to build up the defences were required by the poor people, he
sai d.

"I'f we keep rem nding that 50 years ago sonebody was killed in this
pl ace, therefore we should not have anynore dealings with this country, we
will not get anywhere. W should be prepared to forget the past and | ook
into the future and what is good for us. W could cooperate securityw se
and in fact, develop our own Asian helicopters or airbus and the like," he
sai d.

He said the technol ogy could be better converted to many peaceful use
and to devel op a cooperation in ways of saving nore |ives.

As such, he said, weapons should not be made nore sophisticated than
they already were and the makers shoul d reduce the concentrati on on ways
and neans of killing people but instead try saving people in making the sea
| anes and airspace safe for themto travel.

"Their technol ogy can be converted to many peaceful use that they are
not going to lose if they set their m nds on how to avoid war by devel opi ng
nore cooperative efforts in ways to save human lives and nake |ives happy,"
he said.

Referring to the proposed Asian security reginme, Dr Mahathir said it
shoul d begin with dial ogues anong Asian countries and hel p them forget
previous conflicts, especially anong former enem es.

He said the new security regime should not be in terns of preparing
East Asia for eventual war with the United States or Europe.

The security regi me should act against piracy and | aw essness that
transcended international boundaries, he added.
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