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ASN2 ATTRACTS 7, 000 | NVESTORS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 20 (Bernama) -- ASN2, the second Amanah Saham
Nasi onal schene | aunched June 9 under the managenent of Pernodal an Nasi onal
Berhad (PNB), has successfully attracted 7,000 investors with a total
i nvestnment anmounting to 52 million units, said Deputy Finance M nister
Dat uk Nazri Aziz.

The investnment anount was as at July 9, this year, he said while
answering a question from Dat uk Abdol Mil ok Awang Damit (BN-Labuan) at the
Dewan Rakyat today.

ASN2 whi ch was | aunched by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, allows investors in Amanah Saham Nasi onal (ASN), Amanah Saham
Bum putera (ASB) and Amanah Saham Wawasan 2020 (ASW 2020) who have reached
their maxi mnumlevel to invest in the schene.

Nazri said that to encourage a nore w der participation, PNB had
organi sed the |launch of ASN2 at state levels as well, beginning with the
[ aunch in Terengganu on July 6 and plans for simlar |launch in other
st ates.

He said conpared with other trust shares, ASN2 offered extras including
a 20-unit free offer for 1,000 units bought between Jun 10 and Sept 30 this
year.

Nazri said ASN2 al so paid funeral payments to beneficiaries of
qualified investors who have passed away.

ASN2 al so allows contributors of the Enpl oyees Provident Fund (EPF) to
use some portion of their savings in the fund to invest in its schene, he
sai d.

"As at Jun 30, a total of 185 EPF nmenbers have w t hdrawn sone savi ngs
fromtheir EPF account to invest in ASN2 with the total investnents
anmounting to RML,549 mllion," he said.

On whet her the governent had plans to nake withdrawal s fromthe EPF any
nore easier for people, particularly Bunmiputeras in the |ower income group,
for the purpose of investnment, Nazri said there were currently no plans on
the part of EPF to change its conditions on wthdrawals by menbers for
i nvest ment pur poses.

EPF' s main objective is to provide retirenent benefits for its menbers
during their retirement time, he added.

He said nenbers who had at | east RWVb5,000 in their Account 1
(Retirenent Account) and have not reached the age of 55 years can invest on
their owmn a part of the savings through the 35 fund investnent institutes
approved by the Finance Mnistry.

I nvest ment can be nade every three nmonth fromthe | ast ammended date
and the schene is open to all Ml aysian citizens, he said. -- BERNAVA
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