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A stronger, nore conpetent line-up reflected in the new Cabinet

THE new Cabi net nmust have triggered gasps for its big surprises - the
first non-politician at the Mnistry of Education, the broadest hint yet
on the question of succession and a cal cul ated om ssion of certain nanes
to strengt hen t he backbenchers.

Significantly, it vindicated Ml aysian voters who returned the Bari san
Nasi onal with a resounding majority at |ast week's polls, because this
Cabi net is decidedly a strong one and cl early work-oriented.

It is built to steer the country into the new mllenniumthrough a bl end
of experience, conpetency and yout hful exuberance.

This can be seen in the inclusion of former acting Umo Youth | eader
Dat uk Nazri Aziz to head the Entrepreneur Devel opnment M nistry where he
was Mara chairman whil e Dat uk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein, 38, who now heads
Umo Yout h, has been nade Youth and Sports M nister.

Dat uk Azmi Khalid (Rural Devel opnent) al so joins the Cabinet, becom ng
the first full Mnister fromPerlis.

Nazri, Azm , and H shamuddi n were invol ved i n successi ve reshuffl es of
the adm nistration in the last few years in the groom ng process.

Returning to the Cabinet is Datuk Rais Yatimwho will | ook after
Parliamentary Affairs and Law. Rais, a respected politician whose | ast
Cabi net post was Foreign Mnister is also a constitutional |awer.

In naming his |ine-up, Dr Mahathir does not seemto be dictated by
traditional considerations |ike "State quotas" - hence, Kelantan and
Terengganu are not yet represented, only a parlianmentary secretary post
for Malacca Umo but a full Mnister's post for Perlis, a small State with
three MPs.

It is learnt that a few Deputy Mnisters from Kel antan and Ter engganu
m ght be appointed in the future.

Clearly, this Cabinet was not put together to appease the Umo factor in
the States. Nor was the com ng Umo el ections factored in as suggested by
the fact that Kel antan and Terengganu with 14 and 8 Umo di vi sions
respectively not getting any post.

Kel ant an di d produce a BN MP, Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah who is said to
have declined a Cabi net post to concentrate on his task to rebuild
Kel ant an Umo.

It is also learnt that other non-politicians including religious figures
woul d have nmade it to the Cabinet if there had been available slots for
senatorships - the two vacant posts went to Datuk Dr Abdul Ham d O hman
and Tan Sri Miusa Mbhamad, the new Education M nister.

An academ ci an headi ng the Education Mnistry - Misa was fornerly vice
chancel l or of Universiti Sains Malaysia - is for a big reason. Cbservers
said the nove was to de-politicise the inportant Mnistry given that it is
tasked with churning out future professionals, |eaders and adm ni strators.

The thinking is that the Educati on M nister would have to be a
prof essi onal and soneone with links to universities and academ a. This
al so expl ai ns why Datuk Mahadzir Khir, fornerly of Universiti Ml aya, was
appointed a parlianentary secretary at the Mnistry.

On the econonic front, the market is expected to applaud the fact that
Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n remai ns as Finance M nister follow ng specul ati ons
whet her he would remain in the Cabinet.

Over the weekend, the wi re agenci es had pounced on a harnl ess renmark by
the Umo treasurer who coyly told reporters then that he could not conment



on whet her he would stay on. This was because at that point, no one had
been of f ered anyt hi ng.

Yest erday, comrentators were quick to pounce on sonething else - the
question of succession, which many believed, had been subtly addressed.

Wth Tengku Razal ei gh not in the Cabinet and the position of Datuk Seri
Naj i b Tun Razak not enhanced in the Iine-up, the way is clear for Abdullah
Ahrmad Badawi to eventually succeed Dr Mahathir.

The m ssing nanes range fromWnita stalwarts Datuk Napsi ah Orar and
Dati n Paduka Zal eha Ismail (formerly National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent
Mnister) to forner Perlis Menteri Besar Tan Sri Dr Abdul Ham d Pawant eh
and Backbenchers C ub chai rman Ruhani e Ahnad.

Their presence along with former Deputy Prime Mnister Tun Ghafar Baba
and Tengku Razal ei gh, will surely bol ster the backbenchers now that there
will be 45 Opposition MPs.

The om ssion of MCA secretary-general Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh and Dat uk
Dr Sul ai man Daud cane in the wake of earlier decisions by their respective
parties.

The strong line-up of MPs in Parlianent will help inprove the standard
of parlianentary debate. Forner British Prine Mnister Sir Edward Heat h,
for instance, continued to be an active Backbencher for nany years, as is
the case with John Major, the previous Prinme Mnister.

In the final analysis, the voters had backed BN for continued success,
freedomand stability. Justifiably, the nerve of the administration, which
is the Cabinet, nust be one that is highly conpetent.

( END)



	A stronger, more competent line-up reflected in the new Cabinet (NST 11/12/1999)

