27/ 05/ 1999

Attenpt to alienate people deliberate, says Razal ei gh

KOTA BARU, Wed. - Gua Musang MP Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah t oday said t he
attenmpt to alienate Muslins fromthe non-Mislins was a deliberate nove by
certain quarters to benefit thempolitically.

He said these quarters felt that the harnoni ous m xi ng of the various
races with different religious beliefs would underm ne thempolitically.

"That is why deliberate efforts are being made to instil the feelings of
hatred and fear as well as the ill-feeling towards socialising, done
t hrough the use of the religion.

"There are even school s, specifically for Musli mchildren's enrol nent,
where the pupils' mnds are i nfl uenced and poi soned to cut thensel ves of f
fromm xing with people of other religious beliefs.

"There is no reason this matter is propagated if not for their parochial
political thinking," hetoldreporters nmeeting himat his residence today.

He said this when asked to conment on Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s statenent reported today that the fear of
secul arisation had led Muslins intotrying to cut themsel ves off from
out si de i nfl uence.

Dr Mahathir had said that they tried to isolate thensel ves physically
fromnon-Mislinms and propagate the fear that contact with non-Mislins
woul d | ead to contani nation of their religion and what t hey regarded as
the Islamc way.

Tengku Razal ei gh said if such separation was propogated early in such
school s and al |l owed to conti nue, the country woul d head into
di si ntegration.

He al so said there were peopl e who cl ai med to be ul amak whose ai mwas to
extend their influence into the political arena.

"Thi s ki nd of people certainly could not have a free m nd, even fromthe
religious point of view, as they have political interest,"” he said.

Asked whet her ul amek fromPas fell into this category, he said: "I do
not know whether it is true for thembut if it is truethey will feel it."

He added that he did not regard the State Pas Governnent as an
admi ni stration of ulamak as they were politicians and their actions would
be based on their party's interest.
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