11/ 03/ 1999

Attention on specific seats, fence-sitters

W TH no parties about to contenpl ate defeat, the precious canpai gni ng
hours left in the Sabah election will be nmostly about a "nopping up"
exercise, targeting fence-sitters and specific constituencies.

After all, with the kind of machi nery avail able, sone strategists can
anti ci pate how each household is going to vote.

This is why, to cite an exanpl e, Kundasang and Ranau, are chosen for
Bari san Nasi onal chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to canpai gn
t oday.

"Those are the two Kadazandusun seats (out of 14) where BN has the best
chance of winning," said Datuk Masidi Manjun, the bespectacl ed chai rman of
a |l ocal think-tank, and deputy head of Kinabalu Umo division that covers
the two constituencies.

These two are seats with equal representation of MislimBum putera and
non- Musl i m Bumi putera voters.

In Ranau (14, 452 voters) Parti Denokrati k Sabah information head Dat uk
Siringan Qubat squares up with Parti Bersatu Sabah information chi ef
Henrynus Amin in a four-cornered battle.

Siringan won the seat under the PBS ticket in 1994 with a najority of
1, 022 votes.

Kundasang (11, 439 voters), on the foot of Munt Kinabalu, also sees a
four-cornered fight, including incunbent Datuk Ewon Ebin of BN who al so
won the seat while in PBS with a 939-mgjority.

Today, Dr Mahathir will also be in Kudat where the BN candi dates are
Dat uk Chong Kah Ki at (Kudat) and Datuk Markus Majihi (Matunggong), another
Kadazandusun seat .

PBS has enjoyed an unbroken strangl ehold on the Kadazandusun seats, and
is nowin the unfamliar fight of having to unseat renegades contesting
for BN

Campai gning ends at midnight in parts of six constituencies, and no
parties are entertaining talk of defeat although arguments and counter
arguments nmust have been thought up for the post-nortem

bserved a Sabah-based journalist:

"If PBS |oses, it neans the BN s push for continued devel opnent has been
accepted. And it is curtains down for parochialism?"”

On the other hand, commrentators will relate a setback to BN, to, anbng
ot hers, anti-Federal sentinents.

Former PBS deputy president Datuk Mark Kodi ng, who once headed Akar
whi ch is a conponent of BN, would not entertain talks of possible defeat
for the PBS.

"Why must we al | ow such depressing thoughts to bother us ... honestly,
we think we can win."

PBS president Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan has also reiterated that
despite the optimsmof BN, PBS was sure of securing the two-thirds
nmajority.

BN has made it clear it is going for an absolute majority - it is either
the question of securing a credit pass or a distinction, said State BN
chairman Tan Sri Bernard Donpok - while Parti Bersekutu Datuk Harris
Sal l eh remains positive. "W can win at | east 32 seats," he said on
Sunday.

It is obvious that political organisations have to be confident but
having all three being equally sure of winning is sonething el se.



"The others nust be inagining things," Msidi said.

Pairin, for one, said while others could nake their projections, PBS
t hought differently.

Supporters of PBS have alluded to its unbeaten track record since 1985,
saying that while BN formed the Government after 1994, "it was PBS which
won the el ection".

Incidentally, the BNin its present form too has been extending its
i nfluence.

It landed 23 seats inits first attenpt in 1994 and is now pushing to
consolidate its position with the help of two new Kadazandusun/ Mur ut
parties.

Thus, defeat will be a new experience for both BN and PBS which provided
the | atest drama yesterday.

It filed a police report on the all eged i ssuance of nearly 50, 000
identity cards to illegal inmgrants.

El ecti on Conm ssi on secretary Datuk Wan Ahnad Wan Orar, neanwhil e, has
made an i npassioned plea to the political parties.

"Have faith in us," he said in an interview on Tuesday.

"W will make sure only eligible voters who are Mal aysians will vote,
which is why we are placing ultra-violet scanners in all 1,262 polling
stations," he said.

Nati onal Registration Departnent officers will also be present at 20
polling centres identified as areas suspected to have phantomvoters.
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