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I T seens clear that the candi dates to be chosen to stand for the com ng
general election will be picked based on their perfornmance and
credibility.

This certainly will be a winning formula, as the electorates these days
are far nore critical and their expectations far higher.

This attitudinal change is itself a tribute to the country's success in
devel opnent.

When a society's expectation of their representatives increases, this is
a sure sign of political maturity and that the country is heading in the
right direction.

Power is an interesting concept. In the context of denocracy, there is
what is often referred to as the paradox of power.

Essentially, in higher forns of dempcracy, the nore power you have, the
nore you have to share and to consult.

Wthin the context of being a people's representative one needs to be
much nore accountabl e and representati ve of one's constituency.

CGone are the days when MPs coul d remai n al oof and be detached fromhis
or her constituency.

They cannot only surface and appear to be everywhere once every five
years. The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has nmade it clear
that the candidacy for this general election is based on suitability and
performance over the | ast few years.

Representatives for tomorrow will need to hunbl e thensel ves and be truly
seen as the servant rather than the master.

The traditional notion of power and its enploynent is changing. As this
changes, so too will the people's perception.

Soneti nes, the people place the representatives on a hi gh pedestal
giving thema higher elevation than they deserve. Wth tinme
representatives, can no | onger expect such treatnent fromthe people.

This is not necessarily a negative devel opnent, but reflects a higher
degree of sophistication of the popul ati on and nust be attributed to the
prevailing open systemthat we all enjoy.

There are nmany aspects to this ~hunbling process, and this includes
behavi oural . Representatives will need to mngle with the ordinary fol ks
nmore often, for example, by taking public transport and go through what
nmost of the popul ati on undergo on a daily basis.

They should reflect, at least in form of what they try to pronote. For
instance, it is npost unfortunate that when officials preside over
functions to pronpote | ocal products, they parade with inported products,
including arriving to the function in inported cars.

Thi s does not generate the kind of confidence anpongst the peopl e when
the officials thensel ves do not believe in the goodness of our products.
The government has been very generous to its officials by providing them
wi th chauffeur-driven cars.

Only with the recent crisis did officials have to change to Proton cars.
Previously, they used to drive vehicles ranging from Mercedes Benz to
Vol vos.

It is nost gratifying to see the Prinme Mnister being proud to drive
| ocal Iy produced cars.

It is amazing that other governnment officials have not followed suit and
it took the crisis for themto be forced to foll ow
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