17 JUL 1999
MCA- Li ng
A UNI TED MALAYSI A MAKES RECOVERY PGOSSI BLE, SAYS LI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, July 17 (Bernamm) -- The country has surnounted the 1997
econom c crisis because Ml aysians stay united and disciplined in facing
the problem sadi MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

VWhat gave Ml aysia the edge over some other countries simlarly-hit by
the econonmic crisis was her political and social stability which remain
i ntact despite the onslaught of attendant woes, he said.

"Various quarters, including outsiders, bent on running down the
economy with negative comments have changed their perceptions and are now
of fering positive forecast of the prospects of the country's econony,” he
sai d.

He said this in his presidential address at the 46th MCA general
assenbly opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad at Wsma
MCA here.

Ling paid tribute to all concerned for their spirit of cooperation and
contribution which effectively hel ped Mal aysi a overcone the economc
crisis.

"There is no denying that Dr Mahathir's | eadership and foresight are
key factors that rescued the econony fromthe onslaught and cl utches of
greedy and ill-willed outsiders,” he said.

Ling, who is Transport Mnister, pledged MCA's full support for the
governnment and Dr Mahathir's | eadership in safeguarding the econony and in
demandi ng for a restructuring of the international financial order.

"We're not exaggerating when we say that the prine mnister is the
savi our of the country's econony. His efforts and achievenments in this
respect deserve high praise and appreciation fromall Ml aysians," he said.

Ling said public response to the MCA Youth-initiated "Love Ml aysia"
and "Buy Mal aysi an" canpai gn was overwhel m ng and had net the objective of
rejuvenating patrioti smand pronoting Ml aysi a- made products.

He al so enphasi sed the need for a united and stable MCA in facing the
com ng general election and to contribute to a repeat of BN s | andslide
victory.

"I"m hopeful that the culture of putting party unity and stability
first would perpetuate for the sake of the country, its people and the MCA
itself. I'"mconfident that MCA nenbers would continue to work as a teamto
serve the people and country sincerely and trustfully,” he said.

He sai d education has al ways been high on the MCA agenda and a key
element in the party's cause since its inception.

As a testinony of this, the MCA would build two nore canpuses for the
Tunku Abdul Rahman Col | ege, one in Kanpar and the other in Karak to
acconmodate nore tertiary students and contribute to national educational
devel opnent, he said.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and | eaders of
ot her Bari san Nasional conponent parties also attended the assenbly
openi ng.
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