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Mul ti medi a
AUSSI E MEDI A CRI TI Cl SED FOR NOT BACKI NG MSC

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, July 19 (Bernama) -- Australian nmedia and multinedia
conpani es were today criticised for not giving much publicity to Malaysia's
Mul ti medi a Super Corri dor.

In a letter to the ““Australian Financial Review' (AFR) today, Dr
Terry Cutler of Cutler & Conpany, North Mel bourne, said: " There has been
growi ng coverage in the AFR, and sone ot her mastheads, of Silicon Valley
and US e-conmerce -- and this is conmendabl e --but there has not been
equi val ent coverage of equally inportant devel opnents with the IT & T
sector in our region

I have just returned fromattending the third neeting of Mlaysia's
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor International Advisory Panel. Regrettably this
nmeeting, and the significant devel opnents that have taken place in
Mal aysia's push to leapfrog into the informati on econony, have gone
virtually unnoticed by Australia' s media and industry publications.

" Business and industry are not well served by this al nbst conplete
absence of coverage of such major industry devel opnents in Asia.'

Cutler told AFR readers that the MSC advi sory panel menbers at the
neeting in Cyberjaya conprised ~~a who's who of the industry globally'"'.

He said at a final media conference, chaired by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, the panel nenbers noted:

* No comnparable gathering of industry | eaders with a country's prine
m ni ster and seni or Cabi net nenbers exists anywhere else in the world;

* Qver a short period of three years, Ml aysia has actually put in
place a ciritical mass of activity that is substantive, extremely
i npressive, and highly conpetitive.

Culter said one of the many highlights of the neeting was the official
openi ng of the Miultinmedia University in Cyberjaya. " This canpus has
al ready nore than 3,000 students,'' he noted.

"“There is a |l eadership, a nomentum wthin the industry in Ml ayai a
that is now attracting serious investnent," he said.

"At present Australian firns are hugely under-represented in these
| eadi ng- edge devel opnents within our region. It is in all our interests to
change this situation.'' -- BERNAVA
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