13/10/ 1999

Australia says its role in E. Tinmor mandated by the UN

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Australia' s role in East Tinor is mandated by the
United Nations and the country has no ulterior notives, its High
Conmi ssi oner Robert Cotton said today.

"Australia is operating under firmand strict nmandate of the UN
Australia's role in East Tinor conmes fromthat authority, it does not cone
fromany separate Australian act or interest,” he said.

Cotton said he called a Press conference to explain to Ml aysians the
true notives and reasons for Australia' s role in | eading the UN
mul tinational force in East Tinor.

"The point | want to get across to the Mal aysi an audi ence i s that
Australia has no ulterior notives and is nandated by the UN. W were
requested by UN secretary-general (Kofi Annan) to act quickly.

"Lives were being lost daily. W were in a position to respond but did
not until there was a UN resol ution and I ndonesia itself gave its
agreemrent, " he said.

He added that the Australian Governnment had regular neetings with the
Asean heads of m ssion to update themon the situation in East Tinor
i ncl udi ng what was happeni ng on the ground, discussions in the UN and
ot her political issues.

He said his Governnment held regul ar updates on the situation for other
countries as well.

Cotton said Australia wel conmed the participation of other countries in
the nultinational force and to date 20 countries had indicated they were
interested to participate, including Mlaysia, Thailand, Singapore and the
Phi | i ppi nes.

"W woul d wel cone Mal aysians in the force, not only for their nmlitary
expertise but also for their “~Bahasa' advantage," he said.

He added that despite growing criticisms fromMal aysia of Australia's
role in East Tinor, relations between the two countries were strong enough
to manage t hrough

When asked on a report quoting Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad as saying that East Ti nor woul d becone Australia' s Vietnam Cotton
said the operation in Vietnamwas not nmandated by the UN while East Ti nor
had UN aut hority.
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