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Shahnon- Book
"SH T" AUTHOR PROM SES ANOTHER STI NGER

KUALA LUMPUR, June 26 (Bernanmm) -- Even before the controversy over his
book "Shit" has subsi ded, novelist Datuk Shahnon Ahmad is al ready worKking
on anot her book which he says will be nore stinging than "Shit".

He said his latest work would also be a political satire, but in the
formof short stories.

To be nore precise, it would be a collection of the "shortest of short
stories", he said.

The book, which will be published soon, would consist of 100 short
stories on politics and political leaders in the country, he told reporters
at the launching of political cartoonist Zunar's book "Kroni Mania" at the
Gal eri a shoppi ng conpl ex here.

Shahnon sai d he chose the short-story concept because readers woul d not
get bored with short stories.

Asked for a sneak preview of his upcom ng book, he would only say "the
book will be nore stinging than Shit".

Shahnon was strongly criticised by various quarters, including witers
and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, for using many vul gar
words in Shit.

Asked why he resorted to profanities in his work, Shahnon said "w thout
such words the book will be mneaningl ess”.

Shahnon said he wote Shit not because he was angry with Dr Mahathir,
but rather out of anger towards the culture in Umo which no |onger had the
guts to criticise its | eaders.

According to him Shit has officially sold 130,000 copies naking it the
bi ggest-sel ling book in the country's publishing history.

"That is only the official figure. I was told the nunber of pirated
copi es was higher than that. But | did not get any profit because the
gai ners are those behind the book piracy," he said.

Shahnon, who has resigned as a lecturer in Universiti Sains Ml aysia
effective next nonth follow ng the controversy on the book, said he could
now devote nore tine to witing books or appearing as guest speakers at
tal ks.
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