02/ 06/ 1999
Aut onotive industry to enlist US expertise (HL)

Syed Nadzri in Nagoya
AFTER Japan, Britain and France, Ml aysia is now | ooking at the United
States to boost its autonotive industry.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said tal ks were under way
with a few manufacturers fromthe US to obtain expertise and assi stance
for |l ocal car nakers.

"W al ready have co-operation fromM tsubi shi of Japan and secured
engi neering capabilities fromLotus of Britain," he said.

Citroen also has joint ventures with Proton, which culmnated with the
1,100cc Tiara nodel - a derivative of the Gtroen AX

"W are now talking to a few autonoti ve conpanies fromthe US to boost
our industry," he told Malaysian journalists after visiting two Toyota
museunms and a show oomin Nagoya yesterday.

The Prinme Mnister was asked about the future of the Ml aysian car
i ndustry as the world's major players were noving towards consolidation

He did not specify which American car nmakers Mal aysi a was keen on wooi ng
but said with the consolidation, there would be only five nmain producers -
three in the US and one each in Europe and Japan.

Dr Mahathir said the autonptive industry was al so getting nore
sophi sticated with the use of mcrochi ps as conponents.

He said Mal aysi ans woul d have to learn this new el ectronic technology in
car-making to keep pace

The Prime Mnister, who is on a six-day visit to Japan, spent al nost an
entire day visiting Toyota facilities - the Comrenorative Miseum of
I ndustry and Technol ogy at Ni shi-ku, the Toyota Kai kan Exhi bition Hall at
Toyota City and the Toyota Aut onobile Miseum at Aaichi-gun, all on the
outskirts of Nagoya, the fourth largest city in Japan. He was acconpani ed
by Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned Ali and son Mokhzani

The Toyota Commenorati ve Museum of I ndustry and Technol ogy di spl ays
weavi ng and spi nni ng machi nery used to produce the basics of the
autonotive i ndustry - parts.

The huge conpl ex al so houses a "technol and" where the principles of
mechani cs are denmonstrated, a library equi pped with over 35,000 vol unes on
sci ence and technol ogy and two auditoriuns.

The Toyota Kai kan Exhibition Hall tells the story of Toyota's technol ogy
and cor porate phil osophy with enphasis on autonotive safety and the
company's conmitnent to the environment. Exhibits include cars and
simul ators.

There are al so car design studios and theatres show ng vi deos on the
achi evenents of the corporation.

And as the name suggests, the Toyota Autonpbile Miseumtraces the
conpany's history fromits pioneering days late | ast century right to the
present with visions of the future.

At the Kai kan Exhibition Hall, Dr Mahathir also test drove the "Prius
Hybri d" nodel and the prototype "E-Coni

The Prius is a car which conbines a petrol engine and electric notors to
maxi m se energy efficiency and reduce eni ssions, while the |ightweight E-
Com has advanced mi croconputer control also to optim se the use of energy.

Dr Mahathir said he visited the Toyota facilities because of the
conmpany' s achi evenent s.

He said he was al so havi ng di scussions wi th Toyota Mt or Corporation
chai rman Shoi chiro Toyoda on Toyota's role in the Ml aysian autonotive
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