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Avi ation industry working closely to tackle Y2K bug

Kang Si ew Li
AN | NCREDI BLE anount of work has gone into making sure that air travel
remains safe at the turn of the mllenniumand if there is one area which
falls short of expectations it is that this is not adequately comruni cated
to the public, says an industry official.
Avi ation industry participants have responded responsi bly by worki ng
closely together to tackle the so-called Y2K bug, Airports Council
International Pacific Region (AClI-Pacific) president CGeorge Bellew said
yest er day.
"They are working very hard on ensuring to the greatest extent possible
that their computer systens nmake a snboth switchover," he said at a news
briefing in Subang on next week's Ninth ACl -Pacific Assenbly and
Conf er ence.
ACl -Pacific represents over 160 airports and 53 airport-rel ated
busi nesses in the Pacific Ri mregion.
Most of the region's airports, the KL International Airport included,
are conducting sinulations and tests which represent various possible
responses in the event of a Y2K incident, said Bellew who is al so chi ef
executive of Christchurch International Airport Ltd.
"I'n addition, the International Air Transport Association, for exanple,
has spent sonme US$30 million (US$1 = RMB.80) on its audit survey of
airlines' Y2K readi ness," he said.
In any case, because of the different tinme zones, nmany airports in the
region will have the benefit of having several hours' lead tinme to act if
somet hi ng does go wong, Bellew said.
The Christchurch airport, one of the first to undergo the transition, is
working with ACl-Pacific to devise a nechanismto relay its experience
imediately to airports in the rest of the world, he added.
The Y2K problemin fact has a positive side in that airport operators
now recogni se the benefits of cooperation, Bellew said.
On precautionary neasures which may be taken, he said sonme countries may
stop selected airlines fromflying into their airports, and in extrene
cases may suspend all flights on Decenber 31.
Al so present at the news briefing was Mal aysia Airports Bhd managi ng
di rector Datuk Khairuddin | brahimwho said airports are no | onger just an
exit and entry point for travellers, but also have becone a destination in
their own right.
"We are currently devel oping a nunber of facilities to conpl enent the
attractions of the newairport. This is part of efforts to develop the
area into a major recreational draw, " he said.
The Ninth ACl-Pacific Assenbly and Conference will be | aunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad tonorrow. It will feature some 20
i nternational speakers, including the designer of KLIA M Kisho Kurokawa,
Paci fic Asia Travel Association chief executive Joseph Ml nerney and
Mal aysia Airlines executive vice-president Datuk Bashir Ahmad.
The three-day event is thened "Next Generation Airports".
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