06 OCT 1999
Sports- Muhyi ddi n ( Asi ad)
AVO D M SCONCEPTI ON OVER | NDONS' PULL OQUT - MUJUHYI DDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia nmust take steps to avoid
m sconcepti on anbng Asi an nations over Indonesia' s decision to pull out
fromthe bid to host the 2006 Asian CGanes.

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said in order to
avoi d such m sunderstandi ng, the A ynpic Council of Malaysia (OCM and
I ndonesi an National Athletics Union (Koni) should neet to clear the air
over certain matters.

"To allay such m sconceptions, | have asked the OCMto neet Koni to
di scuss certain matters which nmay create any unhappi ness anong the Asean
nmenbers and Asian nations".

Muhyi ddi n Yassin said this after chairing the mnistry's post-cabinet
nmeeti ng here today.

Yesterday the | ndonesian nmedia quoted the republic's Youth and Sports
M ni ster Agung Laksono as saying that Indonesia had decided not to bid for
the 2006 Asian Ganes' host job in order to support Malaysia' s bid to hold
Asia's nost prestigious sports showcase.

Agung said the decision was made in | ast week's Cabi net neeting chaired
by President B. J. Habibie.

He sai d Habi bie wanted I ndonesia to support Ml aysia's bid in order to
ensure that an Asean nenber was given the honour to host the Ganes.

Habi bi e had al so said that Ml aysia, after successfully staging the
1998 Kual a Lunpur Conmmonweal th Ganes, was in the best position to host the
15t h Asi ad.

The nmove was al so based on Mal aysia's strong support for Indonesia in
i nternational diplomatic affairs.

"I amgrateful to Indonesia for their decision to pull out as this has
made our job easier," said Mihyiddin.

"Fol | owi ng their decision, Koni officials have expressed their
intention of comng here to discuss certain matters and I amin the m dst
of arranging themto neet Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, "
he said.

Muhyi ddi n said despite the increasing support for Malaysia to host the
2006 Asiad, he still subscribed to the original strategies and efforts.

"W will nobilise the efforts as planned but the stretegies should be
correct and cautious in line with current devel opnments.

"What we have drawn out so far is beginning to show results and the
i npact of our bid has been felt by the other nations conpeting for the host
job," he said.

Wth Indonesia pulling out of the race, Ml aysia now have to contend
wi th Hong Kong, Qatar, Syria, India and Uzbekistan in order to earn the nod
of the 43 Aynmpic Council of Asia (OSA) affliates for the right to host the
@06 Asian Ganes.
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