07 OCT 1999
Sports-SI C (Tickets)
AVA D LAST-M NUTE RUSH FOR Tl CKETS, SAYS SI C CHAI RVAN

SEPANG Cct 7 (Bernama) -- Sepang International Grcuit (SIC) chairnman
Tan Sri Basir Ismail said the tendency anong Mal aysians to buy tickets at
the last mnute may be a reason for the slow ticket sales of the Petronas
Mal aysi an Grand Prix anong | ocals.

"For the area for standing spectators, only 5,000 tickets have been
sold when it can acconmodat e 30, 000.

"As was the case during the Conmmonweal th Ganes | ast year, the slow
ticket sales may be because | ocal fans are adopting a wait-and-see
attitude,” he said today when commenting on ticket sales for the F1 race to
be held at the Sepang F1 circuit.

Basir urged F1 enthusiasts to buy the tickets now as there were only a
few days to the prestigious race.

He expressed satisfaction with preparations for the big race day,
especially the el aborate programres for the opening cerenony on Cct 17.

However, there was still roomfor inprovenent in terns of event
coordi nation, like timng of perfornmances, he said after watching the
second rehearsal for the opening cerenony.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the
chanpi onshi p.

An estimated 500 million people are expected to watch the opening
cerenony which will be beamed live to 260 countries.

Among the performances |lined up for the two-and-a-half hour
extravaganza starting at llamare a cultural show, an arned forces tattoo
and a parachuting display by 60 Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF) personnel.

O her highlights are a vintage car procession and an aerobatic display
by the RNAF.
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