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A wal k on the patriotic side

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Patriotismwas clearly in the air as nore than two
mllion people participated in the Wl k for the Nation which took pl ace
si mul taneously at 193 pl aces nati onwi de t oday.

Adults, teenagers, children and nothers carrying their babies took part
in the wal k at about 8amto support Malaysia's bid to host the 15th Asian
Ganes in 2006.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who | ed nore than 10, 000
people in the wal k at Taman Tasi k Titiwangsa, said the strong support from
t he peopl e would gi ve Mal aysia a better chance of hosting the Asian Ganes.

The wal k, the biggest in the country so far, was recorded in the
Mal aysi a Book of Records.

"Hopefully, with the show of strong support and enthusiasmfromthe
people, the Aynpic Council of Asia will consider Ml aysia' s offer to host
the ganes," he told reporters after the 2. 6kmwal k around t he | ake.

He said 2,001, 660 people or 10 per cent of Ml aysia's popul ati on had
regi stered for the wal k nati onwi de.

"I am proud of the good response fromthe public which shows their
comm tnent in supporting the Governnent's efforts inits bid to host the
ganes. "

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia's chance of hosting the games was high as it
was the only Asean country offering to be the host after Indonesia's
wi t hdr awal .

O her countries making a bid to host the Asian Ganes are Qatar, India,
Syria, Uzbeki stan and Hong Kong.

Earlier, the Prime Mnister participated in a 20-m nute nmass aerobics
sessi on organi sed by Kual a Lunpur Senanr obi k.

Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mwho | ed wal kers at Tanman
Sena I ndah in Kangar said the response to the event reflected the Ml aysi a
Bol eh spirit.

Participants in Kuala Terengganu wal ked through the sceni ¢ Batu Buruk
beach and the town centre, | ed by a 20-nmenber brass band fromthe 512
Territorial Army canp in Padang M din.

In Kota Baru, Kelantan, the flag-off |ocations included Padang Perdana,
where sone 50, 000 peopl e went on the 3km wal k.

The wal k was flagged off by Kota Baru MP Il ani Dat uk | sahak.

Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib flagged off about 45, 000
wal kers before joining themin the wal k around the Perak Stadi um

Joining himwere several artistes who are participating in the three-day
14t h Mal aysian Fil mFestival which started in | poh yesterday.

The participants, |led by a band from Sekol ah Kebangsaan Jel apang, wal ked
2.5 km

Negri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Sanmad who
| aunched the State-level event at Stadi um Tuanku Abdul Rahman in Paroi,
Serenban, said the country was capabl e of staging international-Ievel
sports neets follow ng the success of the Cormbnweal th Ganes in Kual a
Lunpur | ast year, an event which was nmade possible by the support of the
rakyat .

Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon flagged off around 5, 000
participants at the Esplanade on the island early this norning while
Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Shariff Orar flagged off the | eg
from Mengkuang Damin Seberang Perai for about 39, 000 wal kers.
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