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A wrthwhile trip that cemented bond

Syed Nadzri in Tokyo

TOKYO The Asian crisis has not changed the rel ati onshi p between Japan and
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad. |f anything, it seens to have strengthened
the bond between the Asian econom ¢ powerhouse and the Prine M nister who
created Mal aysia's Look East Policy nearly two decades ago.

And so it was expected that his nbst recent outing in Japan woul d be a
fruitful one. In the six days he was in Nagoya and Tokyo, businesss deals
and an ai d package were on the cards. After the successful |aunch of

Mal aysi a's sovereign bond in the US, the next one could very well be in
yen.

Politically, too, the Prine Mnister seemed to conmmand trenmendous

respect anmong the people he net during the visit.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived in Nagoya on May 29, first had a nmeeting with
Mal aysi an students with strong words of advice about how fortunate it was
for themto be in Japan so that they could learn first-hand fromthe
Japanese.

The students, in turn, expressed their gratitude for the Governnment's
efforts in securing places for themin Japan. In fact, during the

di al ogue, several of themeven voiced their concern whether they woul d be
able to continue their studies if the Governnent decided to cut costs.

Dr Mahat hir spent the next two days in Nagoya maeking private visits to
farns on the outskirts. His aides said he wanted to observe the Japanese
way.

Then on Tuesday, the Prinme Mnister visited Toyota Motor Corp's
facilities just outside Nagoya - and tal ked busi ness with the conpany's
chai rman, M Shoi chiro Toyoda.

Toyoda showed interest in helping Malaysia with its automative industry
and this is certainly a big boost for Ml aysia considering that Toyota is
not only the biggest carmaker in Japan but al so one of the |argest
compani es in the world.

Dr Mahathir said al though Toyota was already indirectly involved in the
Mal aysi an car industry through Dai hatsu at Perodua, the conpany coul d
still participate in a bigger way by becom ng consultants in small-vol unme
pl ants.

The Prime M nister may have big plans for the Ml aysi an car industry,
judging fromthe Toyota visit, because he seened to be very interested in
the things he observed at the Commenorative Miseum of |ndustry, the Toyota
Kai kan Exhi bition Hall and Toyota Aut onobil e Miseum

In fact he took al nbst the entire day to cover the three places.

On Wednesday, Dr Mahathir was in Tokyo, capping his visit by getting the
Japanese Government to express interest in providing guarantees to
soverei gn bonds to be issued by Ml aysi a.

The interest was conveyed by Japanese Vice-Mnister for Internationa
Affairs in the Mnistry of Finance Ei suke Sakaki bara who energed sniling
froma one-hour neeting with Dr Mahathir to volunteer a statenment to the
Press about Tokyo's keenness in the matter.

He even said Japan was eager to start talks to work out details of the
bond guar ant ee.

Sakaki bara, dubbed "M Yen" because he wi el ds great influence in the
financial affairs of the Japanese Governnent, was all praise for Ml aysia
whi ch he said adopted the correct policies to overcone the econonmic crisis
which hit the region in 1997.



Dr Mahathir's functions in Tokyo were well received and at the
di al ogues, the questions just kept coming in, signifying great interest in
the man and the country.
Hi s one-hour nmeeting with editors of nmajor Japanese newspapers appeared
too short because they wanted to ask hi mnore, including issues not
related to Mal aysi a.
At the launch of the Japanese version of the Prine Mnister's book "A
New Deal for Asia", publisher Shigero Tsuganura said he was maki ng
busi ness out of the book because he believed in Dr Mahathir and Ml aysi a.
During the news conference that followed, Dr Mahathir was asked to give
hi s opi ni on on many i ssues, including those concerning Japan's rel ations
wi th China and the US.
H s speech at the Ni kkei conference on the future of Asia was a
phi | osophi cal one, sonmewhat reflecting his frustrati ons about what had
happened that caused the region to be hit by the econonic crisis.
In the speech, Dr Mahathir outlined three inperatives for Asia to
recover - to work on its strengths, to reformand to be practical.
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