09/ 08/ 1999

Azhar headi ng for final turnpoint

LANGKAW , Sun. - Jalur Gem | ang skipper Datuk Azhar Mansor has another 194
nautical mles to go before he rounds Sabang Island off northern Sumatra.

If weather conditions are favourable, Azhar is expected to sail pass the
island in the next 24 hours.

Jalur Gemlang is now sailing at an average speed of eight knots. The
yacht has progressed some 170 nautical mles fromits |ast reported
posi tion.

In his despatch to shore base this evening, Azhar said he was
mai ntai ning progress in light conditions.

"The weather is clear and cloudy at tines. | have another day to pass
Sabang and prepare the yacht to head for its final turnpoint before
headi ng to Langkaw ."

Azhar's estinmated tine of arrival at the finish line on Aug 11 is
bet ween 4pm and 5pm

Jalur Gemlang is located today at |atitude 04 degrees 47" 18" North,
| ongi tude 092 degrees 01' 25" East. The ocean racer was headed at course
beari ng 065 degr ees.

Since | eavi ng Langkawi on Feb 2, Azhar had taken the ocean racer across
three oceans and five of the southernnost capes in the world.

The ski pper had sailed nore than 24,968 nautical niles in five nonths.
He has another 472 nautical mles to go before he reaches Langkawi on Aug
11.

Meanwhi l e at a wel coming committee neeting held at the Awana Porto Ml ai
Resort here, protocol arrangenents for VIP guests have been finalised by
t he vari ous agenci es.

Azhar's historic crossing to the finish line will be w tnessed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohd Al'i and nore than 2,000 nenbers of the public.

More than 50 vessels fromthe Marine Police, Maritine Departnent and
ot her government agencies will be waiting for Jalur Genmlang about five
nautical mles off the Star Cruise jetty at Awana Porto Ml ai.

Langkawi Marine Police Chief DSP Zakaria Enbi said a passage for Azhar
woul d be cleared to ease the sailor's approach to finish his voyage.
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