10 APR 1999
Azhar - Mar i ner
AZHAR HAS 13, 124 NAUTI CAL M LES MORE TO COVER

LANGKAW , April 10 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian mari ner Azhar Mansor, who is
out to set two world circumavigation records, reported that into his 67th
day at sea he has | ogged 10,449 nautical mles with sonme 13,124 nautica
mles remaining to be covered.

He reported his yacht's position at Latitude 54 degrees 09' 04" Sout h,
Longi tude 093 degrees 21' 61" West with an average speed of 8.6 knots.

Azhar has been cruising for 1,607 hours and 15 m nutes since setting
of f from Langkawi on Feb 2.

In his e-mail to his shore base at the Awana Porto Mal ai resort here
today, Azhar said conditions changed and wind started to pick up early
t oday.

"By afternoon condition was rough and got heavier later in the night.
Lots of hard pounding on Jalur Gemilang so had to reduce sail and sl ow down
for the night," he said.

Yest erday, Azhar progressed closer to Cape Horn after his spirit was
bol stered by words of encouragenent from Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who singled himout for nention | ast Thursday.

Dr Mahathir, who is recovering froma lung infection at the Nationa
Heart Institute, had said that he was deeply touched by the get-well
message received via Internet fromthe sailor and hoped that Azhar woul d
succeed.

Dr Mahathir is the patron of the Jalur Gem | ang chall enge under which
the record attenpt is being nmade

Yest erday, Azhar said he felt excited as he got closer to Cape Horn
whi ch would qualify himto join an international elite club of sailors who
have singl e-handedly passed the Cape with their yachts.

Azhar is trying to be the first person to circummavi gate the gl obe
non-stop solo on a new west-east route verified by the Wrld Sailing Speed
Record Council in Britain, and to do it in the fastest tinme for 15m 18m
yachts.
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