26 MAR 1999
Azhar - Mar i ner
AZHAR W SHES ALL MALAYSI ANS " SELAMAT HARI RAYA Al D L ADHA"

LANGKAW , March 26 (Bernama) -- Ml aysian mari ner Azhar Mansor, who is
out to set two world circumavigation records, w shes all Ml aysi ans
"Sel amat Hari Raya Aidil Adha" which falls on Sunday.

"I got news fromthe shore base that there has been lots of e-mils
fromwell-w shers coming in via the website. I amtouched and would like to
express ny sincere gratitude to all for the interest and support"”, he said
in his e-mail to the base at the Awana Porto Mal ai, here, today.

Azhar had recei ved nunerous goodwi || e-nmail nessages and words of
encour agenent sent by 2,000 people throughout the world since he began his
voyage on Feb 2.

Among the | atest nessages was one fromDatin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohanmed Ali, the wife of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

"I hope one day to personally reply all these nessages but for now ny
duties and responsibilities cone first. | take this opportunity to w sh
Mal aysi ans "Sel amat Hari Raya Aidil Adha" for the coming nuslimfestival"”,
Azhar sai d.

Azhar made better progress towards Cape Horn conpared with yesterday,
with the wind gusting slightly stronger up to 20 knots and propelling the
yacht to register 150 nautical mles in 24 hours.

Cape Horn, where two major oceans -- the Pacific and the Atlantic --
meet, would be very tough and chal | engi ng because of adverse sailing
condi tions.

"The conditions have been quite favourable with fair breeze to push ne
along this long lonely stretch. I'"mdeep into the ocean now and land is far
away", Azhar added.

Into his 52nd day at sea, Azhar has |ogged 7,591 nautical nmiles with
some 15,431 nautical mles to go.

He reported his yacht's position at Latitude 51 degrees 47" 55" South,
Longi tude 166 degrees 35 62" West.

Azhar is out to set two world circumavigation records of non-stop solo
ci rcumavi gation of the world on a new west-east route verified by the

World Sailing Speed record Council in Britain, and the fastest non-stop
sol o circumavigation for 15m 18m yacht.
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