13/ 08/ 1999
Azhar's achi evenent reinforces the ~ Ml aysia Bol eh' belief

K. Bal a

AS Dat uk Azhar Mansor |ay fast asleep resting his tired body and m nd at
the Awana Porto Malai early this norning, a few Thai tourists were busy

t aki ng photos using the marina with the parked yachts including the Jal ur
Gem | ang as t he backdrop.

To these foreigners,it was just a picture to take honme. But for
Mal aysi ans, Azhar, his yacht and his round-the-world sol o journey
compl eted just a few hours earlier synbolised the "Ml aysia Boleh" spirit.

Azhar was living proof that if Ml aysians set their hearts and mnds to
sonet hing, there is nothing they cannot achieve be it sailing round the
worl d al one or conquering Mount Everest or even going to the noon.

We do not have to be bystanders anynore, appl audi ng bi g brothers,
especially those fromthe Wst, whenever they achieve great feats as in
t he ol den days.

We may have been late in arriving conpared to those fromthe devel oped
nations, but arrive we have. W can be even better if we adopt the spirit
shown by Mal aysi ans such as Azhar.

This need to have confidence in ourselves to scale great heights in al
fields was in fact the essence of the wel com ng speech by Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad who personal ly greeted Azhar as he stepped shore.

The Prime M nister said Azhar's triunph of the seven seas was al so an
inspiration to himto guide the nation to greater devel opnent and
progr ess.

Azhar's journey and other difficult feats earlier by Ml aysians shoul d
i ndeed spur not just politicians to steer the nation to greater heights
but al so the business sector and the man in the street, especially the
young, to play their part together in this process of national maturity.

W have dared to dream and work hard to see these dreans cone true,
exanpl es of which are the national car, the Miltinedia Super Corridor and
conqueri ng Mount Everest.

For, after all, Azhar was dreaming a nere two years ago when he want ed
to be the first Mal aysian to circumavigate the gl obe and to better
Frenchman Chri st ophe Auguin's record of 105 days, 20 hours 31 minutes and
23 seconds set in 1997.

By chance, a senior journalist of the New Straits Tines net himon the
| egendary island and gave hi mthe nuch needed publicity. Then the Prine
M ni ster, to whom Azhar had turned, played the | ead role.

A few generous corporate bodies and their | eaders chipped in and the hi-
tech yacht was commi ssi oned.

But then canme the nost difficult part - the arduous journey itself.
Azhar was flagged off on Feb 2 fromthe Star Cruise Jetty besi de Awana
Porto Mal ai Resort.

After braving the seas the dreamturned into a ni ghtmare when in rough
weat her the mast of Jalur Genilang broke into three on April 12.

Thi s was when Azhar displayed true grit to show all of us that when the
goi ng gets tough, the tough get going. Amidst fears for his life and |i nb,
he managed to steer the boat to the Fal klands with a nakeshift sail on
April 25.

The nation rallied behind himand, after a new nast was fitted, he set
sail again on May 26 though his hope of bettering the world record was
dashed.

It was during the days and hours of adversity when Azhar struggled with
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