05 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Azi zah
AZ| ZAH VWVELCOVED TO CHALLENGE ME, SAYS PM

PAPAR, March 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad said today he wel comed the proposed challenge fromthe w fe of
former Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfor his parlianmentary
seat in the next general election.

Maki ng his first ever comment on plans by Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Ismail to stand in the Kubang Pasu constituency, Dr Mahathir said: " |
wel cone Wan Azi zah's chal | enge".

" But what could she do (if she wins). She can't do anything," said the
prime mnister who made the brief conmrent while canpai gning for Barisan
Nasi onal candidates in the March 12 and 13 Sabah state el ection.

WAn Azi zah has reportedly said she is contenplating standing in Kubang
Pasu in Kedah to challenge the prime mnister.

The prime mnister referred to the federal governnment's allocation of
over RMBOO million to set up Universiti Ml aysia Sabah, the state's first
uni versity here.

Dr Mahathir said even the | ong-established Universiti Utara Malaysia in
his own hone state of Kedah had so far only got RWVAOO m |l i on.

" This shows Datuk Seri Najib (Eduation Mnister) |oves Sabah nore. But
can Dr Wan Azi zah cone up with any noney to help the university in Kedah,"
he said.
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