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Azi zan: Anwar sodom sed ne between 10 and 15 tines

Rusl ai ni Abbas; Satwant Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Former driver Azizan Abu Bakar said Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m sodom sed hi m between 10 and 15 tines since 1992, the first tinme
in a bungalowin Port D ckson, Negri Senbil an.

Azi zan said the other occasions took place at Petaling Jaya Hilton,
Holiday Villa in Subang Jaya, Hyatt Saujana in Subang, and in the guest
roomat Anwar's then official residence.

He had al |l owed Anwar to sodom se hi m because he was scared of the sacked
Deputy Prine M nister who was "powerful" then.

Azi zan, who fornmerly worked as a driver for Anwar's wife Datin Seri Wan
Azi zan Wan Ismail, was bei ng questioned by Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar
Abdul | ah.

Anwar's counsel Christopher Fernando had objected to Azizan's evidence
on the alleged incident in Port Dickson contending that this was the first
time the i ssue had cone out.

Moht ar said he had wanted to ask about it earlier but was objected to by
counsel. However, the A-G said he would not go into detail.

Judge Datuk Arifin Jaka told Mohtar to proceed

Questioned by the A-G Azizan said he was under pressure then and did
not believe that Anwar woul d do such things.

"I did not believe that Datuk Seri Anwar, someone who chanpi oned the
cause of Islamand respected by society, could have done that to me," he
sai d, adding that Anwar had taken advantage of his weaknesses.

A-G Wiy did you continue to work for Datin Seri Azizah after the first
i nci dent ?

Azi zan: | was confused and in a state of inpasse, but | also respected
Datin Seri Wan Azi zah and her children were close to ne.

Asked why he worked for two weeks for Dr Wan Azizah in 1994 after
quitting at the end of 1992, Azizan said Dr Wan Azizah had invited himto
wor k for her.

However, he could not continue after two weeks because he was afraid of
a repeat of the "old incident".

Azi zan said Anwar's fornmer aide-de-canp ASP Zull Aznam Harun nmet himin
June |l ast year and invited himfor dinner.

He went to see Zull near Anwar's house and Zull told himthat Anwar
wi shed to see him (Azizan).

Azizan said Zull took himto Anwar's study and left himthere with Anwar
who had told himto deny his sworn statement (nmarked P5), alleging that
Anwar had sodomi sed him

A-G \What was your reaction?

Azi zan: | did not say anything.

A-G Wy not?

Azi zan: He had asked nme to |lie when ny statenent was true.

Azi zan said Anwar also told himthat he was accused of being involved in
the death of his (Azizan's) wife. The accusation was found in the book 50
Dal il Kenapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM

"He al so said that he was accused of splashing ani mal bl ood on ny
house," Azi zan said, adding that he deni ed the accusati on agai nst Anwar,
contending that his wife had died in a "nornmal" road acci dent.

Earlier, Azizan said he nade the statement in August 1997 as he felt
guilty for allowing hinmself to be sodoni sed.

He said other than Umi Hafilda Ali, a copy of the statenent was al so



given to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, | awer Karpa
Si ngh and a police officer

Azi zan said he nmet Karpal in August 1997 at the lawyer's office,
acconpani ed by Umi and Dr Ristina Majid, and related the sodony to the
| awyer.

Asked why he went to see Karpal although a letter was sent to the Prine
M ni ster, Azizan said he suspected that the police were foll ow ng him

He had al so wanted Karpal to represent himin case he was arrested or
sued over the statenent.

Karpal told himto let the Prine Mnister settle the matter, Azizan
said, adding that the | awer also said that he would take the matter to
Par | i anent.

Cross-exam ned by Fernando, Azizan agreed that he signed the statenent
i n August 1997, and had only told Unm about the places where the incident
occurr ed.

He di sagreed the other phrases in the statenment were created by Umm .

Azi zan said he was not proficient in the Malay | anguage so he gave the
facts to Umi who wote the statenent.

He denied that he had lied in Anwar's previous trial.

Azi zan agreed that he knew the facts before signing P5 but when asked
why he did not nention the incidents in Tivoli Villas and Port Di ckson,
Azi zan said he only gave partial information to Umi.

He di sagreed that Unmi was not his confidant, although they were not
cl ose.

Azi zan said he did not know how | ong Umi took to prepare the statenent
but it was ready when he reached her office although he had not expected
it to be so fast.

Azi zan said he did not ask Umm why the hurry in preparing the
st at enment .

To a question, Azizan said he did not mention the Port Dickson incident
to Umi as he was sad about it.

Azi zan said he was nmade a director of property devel opnent conpany
Azariq while working as a driver for Shansidar Taharin, the w fe of
Anwar's forner private secretary Aznin Ali

H's function was to turn Azariq around and apart fromhimthere were
ot her directors called Junai dah, Omar Verankutty and Ahnmad Bastari

Asked by Fernando, Azizan said Junai dah and Ahnmad were in their 20s
whil e Orar was about 45 years ol d.

Azi zan said he had no share in the conmpany whose "directors on paper"”
were Lai Fong Wah, Wwng Chee Kong, Fong Hong Chai and two ot hers whose
nanes he could not remenber. Hearing continues.
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