05/ 03/ 1999
Azmin: | do not believe allegation

Rusl ai ni Abbas; Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Anwar |brahims former private secretary
Mohaned Azmin Ali today told the court that he did not believe the

all egation that his wi fe Shansi dar Taharin had an affair with Anwar.

Azm n, the 14th defence witness, said he trusted his wfe inplicitly and
"1 have known saudara Anwar for nmore than 10 years and | know that he did
not do this despicable act”.

Asked by Anwar's | awyer Christopher Fernando if Anwar's attitude had
changed after the allegation surfaced, Aznin answered spiritedly.

"Yes! What | nean by “yes' is that we becane closer, to protect himin
the name of justice although it involved nmy own sister!" he said,
referring to his younger sister Umi Hafil da.

The al |l egation of adultery was witten by Umi in a letter which she
sent to the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad i n August 1997.

Azmin said he was told about this letter on Aug 10, 1997, by Deputy
Primary I ndustries M nister Datuk H shamruddi n Tun Hussein who was then a
cl ose friend.

He sai d H shanmuddin got the letter fromlnternational Trade and
I ndustry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Azmin said at that tinme, H shanmuddi n appeared angry and ready to resign
fromhis posts in the party (he was then deputy Umo Youth chief) and
Gover nment .

Judge Datuk S. Augustine Paul, however, ruled that this was
i nadmi ssi bl e.

Azmi n said H shanmuddin did not give himthe letter but on the sanme day,
Shansi dar found a copy of it in their mail box.

After he net former Special Branch director Datuk Mohd Said Awang on Aug
11, 1997, Aznmin said he was concerned and called a famly nmeeting where he
told themthat Mohd Said had asked himto get Unmi to retract her
al | egati on.

However, the judge also ruled this as inadm ssible.

Azmin said he disagreed with Mohd Said as he (Azmin) was not on tal king
terms with Umm .

Ui, a prosecution witness, had also testified about her falling out
with Azmin and had accused Azm n of bribing her father to di sown her.

Asked about this, Azmn said Umm was a conpul sive liar. Wen told that
Umm had accused himof the sane, he said she was a "bigger liar".

"Umm accused ne of persuading ny father to disown her with a house.
This is a big lie because the house was built in 1993 and how coul d
anticipate that nmy father woul d di sown her five years |ater?

"She was di sowned at 5.30pmon Sept 1, 1998, a day before the Prine
M ni st er di sowned saudara Anwar!" said Azm n.

Azm n's evidence was peppered with nunerous prosecution objections,
mai nly on the grounds of hearsay, irrel evance and an Evi dence Act
provi si on which does not allow contradiction of certain evidence.

Parties will subnit on this provision tonorrow.

Today's hearing began with the Attorney-General Tan Sri Mohtar Abdul | ah
informing the court that Solicitor-General Datuk Heliliah Yusof was
j oi ning the prosecution team

Moht ar t hen gave notice that he was claimng privilege on the proposed
evi dence of | awyer Manjeet Singh Dhillon on his comrunication with the A-G
and two DPPs, Datuk Abdul Gani Patail and Azahar Mbhaned.



The defence call ed Manj eet yesterday.

A-G As the A-G and the head of the A-G s Chanbers, | consider that
public interest would suffer by the disclosure of confidential officia
comuni cati on between M Manj eet Singh, as counsel for Datuk S.

Nal | akar uppan, and the A-G and officers of the A-G s Chanbers, in official
confi dence.

I hereby give notice that | would rely on the provisions of section 124
of the Evidence Act to object to such disclosure of confidential official
conmuni cati on.

I amalso giving notice that I will be relying on section 123 and t he
rel evant provisions of the Oficial Secrets Act.

Def ence counsel Sul ai man Abdul | ah then said the defence was honoured by
the presence of the S-G "She is as charm ng as she is | earned,” he said.
Judge: Defence is advised to take note of the notice given by the A-G

Def ence counsel Raja Aziz Addruse then called Parlianmentary chi ef
assi stant secretary Zanani Sul ai man, anong whose functions was to prepare
t he Hansard

Zamani confirnmed the Hansard report of April 9, 1998 (rmarked as D131).

The report quoted Jel utong MP Karpal Singh's question on the allegations
by Azi zan Abu Bakar and a reply by Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Depart ment Datuk Nazri Azi z.

Nazri had told the Dewan Rakyat that the A-G had found that there was no
case as Azi zan had apol ogi sed and said the all egation was untrue.

There was no cross-exani nation. The next witness was Dr Vasant ha Ponni ah
fromthe Kuala Lunpur Hospital. She was the first doctor to exam ne Anwar
after he was assaulted.

She took the oath but had not given any testinony when the judge asked
for the rel evance of her proposed evidence.

Def ence counsel Christopher Fernando said she would testify about police
instructions to her to refrain fromaski ng Anwar questi ons when she
exam ned him and that her request for himto see a specialist was
rej ect ed.

Counsel said this would show the police's attitude towards Anwar after
he was arrested and go towards proving police conspiracy.

The judge said the police treatnment of Anwar had nothing to do with the
charges nor to the claimof fabrication of evidence.

Sul ai man: Qur case is that senior police officers were taking certain
actions. Wen things went wong, these senior officers conspired to
fabricate the case. W have to show the police attitude towards Anwar
before and after 1997. It goes to establish doubt (on the case).

VWhen asked for his view, the A-G said whatever police conspiracy sought
to be proven nmust be relevant to the facts in issue as per charges, and
the injuries and | ack of nedical care were not rel evant.

A-G Wth respect, | think that the defence has | ost track of the facts
in issue. They see conspiracy, various shades of conspiracy, various
speci es of conspiracy, behind every tree and they mss the wood for the
trees.

Sul ai man: The | earned A-G seens to be lost in a jungle of his own
maki ng.

A-G | would not lose nyself in my own jungle. The trouble is that they
are planting jungles all over the place.

Sulaiman: | will take the A-G out of the woods.
Sul ai man then argued that Dr Vasantha's evi dence would be relevant to
show subsequent conduct, i.e. that the police treated Anwar badly in 1998

whil e "everything was okay in 1997".
The A-G protested that it was incorrect to say that everything was okay
in 1997. He said it was thought to be okay because the police



i nvestigation was sabotaged, allegedly on Anwar's instructions.

"W were conned, the police and A-G were conned," Mhtar said.

After this half-an-hour-Iong argunent, the judge ruled that Dr
Vasant ha's evidence was irrelevant to the i ssues before the court.

She left the court and defence counsel Gurbachan Singh called The Sun
specialist witer Rusdi Miustapha, in order to tender a news report witten
by hi m based on a Press conference by Anwar on Aug 25, 1998.

When shown the story, Rusdi said "I believe this is the story | wote".

Asked again, he said this was to the best of his know edge. He said he
could not recall any denial or request for correction.

Under cross-exam nation, Gani asked Rusdi if he was sure he attended the
Press conference.

"It was a year-and-a-half ago, | amnot sure if it was a Press
conference or just anmbushing him (Anwar) with a tape recorder as usual,"
Rusdi said.

Asked what he neant by anbush, he said Anwar woul d wal k so fast that
reporters had to stop him

Gani : You said to the best of your know edge, you wote the article. You
are not certain?

Rusdi: | wote the story as far as | can renenber.

Asked again, he said he was certain he wote the story and that there
was no request for a denial. There was no re-exani nati on and he was
rel eased

Gur bachan then nade an application to recall prosecution w tness Dr
Hal i m Manzar, KLH forensic department head who had exani ned Anwar.

Counsel said the reasons for this were same as those for calling Dr
Vasant ha.

"The purpose is to adduce evidence to show the assault ... could have
led to his death,” Gurbachan sai d.

The judge said the defence had unsuccessfully nade a sinilar application
when Dr Hal i mgave evi dence and Gurbachan replied that at that time, the
court had not yet allowed evidence on police conspiracy.

@urbachan: Qur intention is also to adduce the photographs show ng the
injuries as a result of the assault.

Judge: My duty is to record but don't make nme waste ny energy in
recordi ng rubbi sh, pardon ne for using this word.

Gur bachan: W have a duty.

Judge: | know, and you nust performit w thout fear or favour, but this
must be within the | aw
@urbachan: | amperformng ny duty, nothing nore and nothing | ess. Your

Lordship may differ in your viewbut | don't think it is right and proper
to use words |ike "rubbish" and "use your head". There mnust be nutual

respect.
Judge: My ruling: No further argunments on this. Applicationis
dismissed. | will nake a further ruling: In view of the frivol ous

applications by the defence, the rel evance of any witness to be called
from now onwards, nust be shown before the witness is allowed to take the
st and.

The defence then called Aznin. Asked for the rel evance, Fernando said it
was in relation to several prosecution w tnesses whom Azmi n had net.

Azmin, 34, said he was now unenpl oyed. He said he was a teacher for a
day before he becane special officer to the Education Mnister, and | ater
private secretary to the Finance M nister and Deputy Prine Mnister, unti
Sept 2, 1998 when Anwar was sacked.

Azmin said he was called by Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri
HalimAli who directed himto be transferred to the Educati on M nistry.
Azmin said he refused and resigned i medi ately.



Asked about his functions, he said he organi sed Anwar's schedul e.

Azmin: My main task was to fix appointnents. The second task was to
di scuss with saudara Anwar about invitations he received. This was a heavy
task, given the many peopl e who believed in his approach towards renewal
and reformasi (reforn) in devel opnent for the people.

Fernando: Reformasi is not referring to the ..

Azm n: Many people are frightened about reformasi. | neant renewal . My
third task was to arrange his visits to see the devel opnent of rura
pr oj ect s.

Azmin said Anwar's appoi ntnents were mainly conducted at his office
(official neetings) but sonmetinmes at hone (private neetings).

Azm n said he knew that Umi had witten a letter to the PMin August
1997 as Anwar, who had just seen the PM showed himthe letter.

Azmin: The letter contained Umi's criticismtowards ne for not hel ping
her obtain business opportunities. The contents were shorter and nil der
than P14 (her letter containing sex allegations agai nst Anwar).

He said this letter was nore about Umi's problens with himwhile P14
cont ai ned "wi cked sl ander" agai nst Anwar.

Fer nando: How did you conme to know about P14?

Azmn: | was told about it by nmy close friend then, Datuk H shamuddin
Tun Hussein, on Aug 10, 1997.

Fernando: Relate the circunstances in which he gave it to you.

Azm n: Datuk H shamuddin had called me to his house and told ne about
the letter which he received fromDatuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Fernando asked Azmi n what was said and after extensive argunment on
hearsay, the judge disallowed the question. Counsel then asked Azm n what
was Hi shammuddi n's reaction and after sone argument, the judge allowed the
guesti on.

Azm n: Datuk Hi shanmuddi n was angry and was ready to resign fromhis
posts in the party and Governnent.

The judge questioned the admissibility before hearing broke for |unch.
When it resuned, parties submitted on this issue.

Fernando sai d since the prosecution had contended that Anwar took action
followi ng the allegations, the defence would show t hrough Aznin that there
was no need for such action since nobody believed the allegations.

After further argunents, the judge ruled that Azm n's state of nmind was
irrel evant and ordered counsel to ask the next question.

Fernando: (To Azmin) Wen did you first see P14?

Azmin: At my house, after neeting Datuk H sham

Fernando: How did it cone to your hone?

Azmin: When | returned honme, | told ny wife about the matter discussed
by Datuk H sham and she showed nme a letter which was put in our mail box.

VWhen Fernando asked if he believed it, the judge said this was
i mmat eri al

Fernando: It won't hurt anybody if the witness is allowed to answer!

Judge: It will hurt ny fingers to wite irrel evant evi dence!

Counsel then asked the judge to record this and the annoyed judge said

Fer nando said anyone in Azmn's situation woul d have reacted to such
al l egations to which the judge said: "Tell himto file a suit against
whoever made the allegations and we'll hear him"

Counsel said Aznmin had in fact filed a suit.

Fernando then asked himif he knew a "gentl eman" call ed Datuk Amr
(Junus, the then SB deputy director), but later changed this to "a man
called Amr".

This pronpted the judge to tick himoff "for being inproper" and
Heliliah to remark that "this has gone far enough"

Fernando sai d he would not comment on the S-G s "nmai den speech”
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