29 SEP 1999
Keadi | an- Resi gn
BALI NG KEADI LAN CHI EF DEFECTS TO UWNO, APOLOG SES TO PM

BALI NG, Sept 29 (Bernama) -- Head of the Baling Division of the Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal (Keadilan) Rafidi Mhanmad today resigned fromthe party
and subnmitted his application formto join Umo.

He al so tendered a public apology to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad for attacking himat a ceramah here.

"I no |l onger have any confidence in Keadilan's struggle which has no
set direction,” he told a news conference at the residence of Kupang
Assenbl yman Dat uk Zai nal Mbhanmad | sa.

Rafidi, 34, a lawer, regretted for allowing hinself to be influenced
by the reformasi struggle of Datin Seri Wan Azizah Ismail, wife of forner
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Raf i di handed over his Umo nenbership application formto Zai nol who
is also Baling Umo Division Deputy Chief wtnessed by 300 Umo supporters.

"Keadilan's influence in Baling will be wi ped out follow ng my decision
to join Umo," he said.

"Now | have high esteemfor the Prine Mnister who has brought the
country to new hei ghts of excellence through zeal and determi nation," he
sai d.

"I also deny that certain offers or guarantees have been made to ne. |
am joining Umo as | am now convinced of its struggle,"” he added.
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