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Bangl adesh marches forward

Wajid Ali Khan Panni

I N CELEBRATI NG t he 28t h nati onal and i ndependence day of Bangl adesh, |

wi sh to pay homage to the nenory of the valiant freedomfighters who laid
down their lives for the i ndependence of Bangl adesh in 1971.

Onthis day, | would also like torecall, with deep appreciation, the
support and assi stance that the H gh Conmi ssion and t he Bangl adeshi
national s Iiving in Mal aysi a have recei ved fromthe Gover nment and peopl e
of Malaysia. | wish to take this opportunity to convey ny cordi al
greetings to all Bangl adeshi nationals residing in Mlaysiaand wi sh them
well in their endeavours.

Mal aysi a, havi ng achi eved tremendous soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent under

the dynam c | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad,
is nowunfortunately facing an econonic crisis.

W have been wat ching with admiration, the cormendabl e resol ve of the

Mal aysi an | eader ship and t he people intaking all necessary neasures to
tide over the problenms. W in Bangl adesh, also had to contend with the
ferocity of a devastating flood | ast year. A narrow resource base and
recurring natural disasters have not, however, shaken our determnationto
march forward. W enmerged fromthe crises, not subdued, but nore resol ute.
The Governnent of Prinme M nister Shei kh Hasi na, the daughter of the
father of the nation Bangabandhu Shei kh Muj i bur Rahman, has pursued a
sust ai ned policy of econoni c devel opnent backed by t he confi dence of the
peopl e and the international comunity.

Wth extensive reformneasures in place in key sectors of econony, clear
enphasi s has been placed on an export sector-led growh strategy with a
predom nant rol e being given to private enterprise. One of the nost

i beral regines exists now in Bangl adesh for foreign investnent.

The Government is deternmined to inprove the quality of life of the

peopl e and has focused specifically on poverty alleviation as well as

i nfrastructure and human resource devel opnent.

I note with great pleasure that the excellent relations existing between
our two brotherly countries has continued to growin strength during the
| ast year. The business interacti on bet ween Bangl adesh and Mal aysia i s
growi ng steadily although the bal ance of trade continues to favour

Mal aysi a due to rising exports to Bangl adesh every year.

However, Mal aysi a renmai ns one of the mgjor investors i n Bangl adesh. Big
conmpani es | i ke Tel ecomMal aysi a, Cel comand West nont G oup have al r eady
invested in the fields of tel ecormuni cation, power generation, etc.

Wil e Petronas is expected to invest soon in the oil and gas sector,
several other joint venture projects are in the pipeline. In another
promi sing area, we are expecting the relocation of a fewl abour intensive
i ndustries to Bangl adesh from Mal aysi a.

Al arge nunber of Bangl adeshi workers continue to work i n Mal aysia. W
note with satisfaction their contribution to the econom es of both

Mal aysi a and Bangl adesh. Their sense of discipline, hard work and | oyalty
have earned thema good reputation with the authorities here. W sincerely
appreci ate the hel p end assi stance ext ended by t he Mal aysi an aut horities
to the High Commissionin dealing with the welfare of our workers.

Mai nt ai ni ng and pronoting peace and stability in the region and in the
world at large is a commtnent enshrined in the Constitution of

Bangl adesh. The positive and constructive rol e pl ayed by Bangl adesh in t he
international arena flows fromthat conmtment.



W have contributed our might tointernational initiatives to address
i ssues of comon concern to humanity. Bangl adesh has al so pl ayed a
pi oneering roleinvarious regional andinternati onal cooperative efforts.
The country's consistently active profile inmany gl obal organi sations -
the United Nations, the Organisation of Islanm c Conference, the South
Asi an Associ ati on for Regi onal Cooperation, the Non Aligned Movenent, the
G oup of 77, the Commonweal th and in the recently concl uded Second Sunmi t
of the Devel opi ng Ei ght Countries - is a testinony to this fact.
The specific vulnerability of the 48 Least Devel oped Countries has been
a source of profound concern to Bangl adesh and we have not shied away from
voi ci ng t hose concerns in foruns |i ke the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devel opment and the World Trade Organisation. It is conforting
to note that in major political and econonic issues affecting the
devel opi ng wor | d, Bangl adesh and Mal aysi a have sim | ar views, a fact that
has hel ped us to coordi nate our respective positions in many international
foruns.
In conclusion, | wishto convey our sincere gratitude to the Governnent
and peopl e of Mal aysia for their support and cooperation in our efforts to
secure a better future for the peopl e of Bangl adesh. | call upon all our
fellow countrymen to work towards uphol di ng and enhanci ng t he i nage of
Bangl adesh. | seek the bl essing of Almghty Allah and t he support of all
our people in executing the task of further enhancing all round
cooperation between our two brotherly countries.9
* The witer is the Bangl adesh hi gh conmi ssi oner to Ml aysi a.
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