19 FEB 1999
Mahat hi r - Bangl adesh
BANGLADESH AVWAI TS MAHATHI R AT SECOND D-8 SUWM T

By: Shafiqul Bashar

DHAKA, Feb 19 (Bernama) -- A warm wel cone awaits Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad when he arrives here to attend the second sunmmit
of the group of eight Islamc devel oping countries (D-8) schedul ed for
March 1 and 2.

"The government and the people of this country are |ooking forward wi th
much enthusiasmto greet Dr Mahathir, a very close friend of Bangl adesh,”
sai d Bangl adeshi Foreign M nister Abdus Samad Azad.

This would be Dr Mahathir's third visit to Bangl adesh. His first
official visit was in 1983 and the second in 1993.

Abdus Sanad told Bernama in an interview here today that Dr Mahathir is
a highly respected personality in this country, especially because of his
friendly and brotherly feeling for the people of Bangl adesh.

For instance, he said Dr Mahathir responded positively when Dhaka
requested himto consider the plight of Bangl adeshi illegal workers in
Mal aysi a.

"He was quite synpathetic and 150, 000 Bangl adeshi workers who were
illegal workers in Malaysia were |legalised in 1996," he said.

Set up on June 15, 1997 at its first summit in Istanbul in 1997, the
D-8 ains to;

* inprove the position of developing Islamc countries in the world
econony;

* diversify and create new opportunities in trade ties;

* enhance participation in decision-making at the international |evel;
and

* strive towards providing better |iving standards.

Abdus Sanad al so said that Dhaka and Kual a Lunpur have been nai ntai ni ng
close bilateral trade and i nvestment cooperation for which there was scope
for expansion.

A nunber of Ml aysi an entrepreneurs have invested in Bangl adesh and he
hoped "nore will cone."

Meanwhi | e, preparations for the D8 summt were al nost conplete and
Dhaka is ready to wel cone the | eaders and officials.

A Foreign Mnistry spokesman here said that four heads of state and
gover nment have confirned attendance at the D-8 sumrt, including Dr
Mahat hir .

The others are President B J Habi bie of Indonesia, Prine Mnister Nawaz
Sharif of Pakistan and President Sul eyman Demirel of Turkey.

First Vice President Dr Hassan Habi bi would represent Iran while the
foreign mnisters of Egypt and Nigeria are expected to lead their
countries' del egations.

The D-8 conprises Bangl adesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, Ml aysia,

Ni geria, Pakistan and Turkey.

The heads of state and governnent would start arriving in Dhaka from
Feb 28.

The sunmit will be preceded by neetings of the Council of Mnisters
(foreign mnisters of menber countries) and Comni ssioners (senior
officials) on Feb 25 and 26.

Bangl adesh Prinme M nister Shei kh Hasina Wajed will inaugurate the
two-day summit on March 1 at the new y-constructed conference centre at the
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel .

The conference is expected to adopt the Dhaka Declaration on March 2.
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