02/ 01/ 1999
It's a holiday today for bank and gover nment enpl oyees

Ranml an Sai d
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Tonorrow is not just any Saturday - at |east not for
t hose wor ki ng i n gover nnent departnents, banks and fi nance conpani es.

Wil e certain businesses may open their doors to custonmers as usual,
staff of financial institutions and the Government are havi ng an ext ended
hol i day foll owi ng the decision to declare the first Saturday of each nonth
as an extra rest day.

These wor kers have nore reason to snile because their first Saturday off
wi Il make the weekend especially long, what with Friday - the first day of
the year - being a public holiday.

Those scurrying to governnment departnents and banks t onorrow hoping to
be rendered services will be sorely di sappoi nted.

Despi te announcenents i n newspapers and television, it is expected that
many wi Il still be caught unawares of the closure.

Di rector-General of Public Service Datuk Sansudi n Gsman announced | ast
nmonth that in States where Sunday is a public holiday, civil servants will
get a day off on the first Saturday of each nonth.

In States where Friday is a public holiday, the first Thursday of each
nmonth will be a holiday.

A check by the New Straits Times today showed that nobst banks and
fi nance conpani es have put notices i nform ng custonmers of their closure
t onor r ow.

I n Kel ant an and Ter engganu, whi ch observe Friday as their holiday, the
extra rest day will fall on the first Thursday of the nonth.

The Associ ation of Banks in Mal aysia and the Associ ati on of Fi nance
Conpani es of Ml aysi a both announced that if the first Saturday or
Thur sday of the nmonth coincides with a public holiday, the rest day for
banks and finance conpani es woul d be the fol | owi ng Sat urday or Thursday.

The extra rest day was announced by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad when tabling the 1999 Budget on Cct 23.
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