26 OCT 1999
Par| i anent - Debat e
BANKS MUST BE FACI LI TATORS TO HELP PROBLEM COVPANI ES, DEWAN RAKYAT TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 26 (Bernama) -- A government back-bencher told the
Dewan Rakyat today that banks in the country should play a facilitator role
to assist cash-strapped conpanies particularly during the economc
downt urn

Datuk Dr Kamal Salih (BN-Wangsa Maju) said they should be nore
acconmodative in helping to revive deserving conpani es.

As busi ness partners, banks should not nerely wait to recover their
| oans but instead issue fresh | oans to enabl e conpanies to venture into new
busi ness sectors, he said when debating the Supplenmentary Supply Bil
(1999) (No 2) 1999.

"I"'mworried with no help fromthe banks, many conpani es woul d go bust
and this woul d have a bearing on the economc recovery with a | arge nunber
of unenpl oyed people in the country," said Kamal, a former executive
director of the Malaysian Institute of Econom c Research (M ER)

Chang See Ten (BN Gel ang Pat ah) suggested that a special schene be
i ntroduced to enable the people to pay for the healthcare facilities in the
country

He said the scheme could be set up as part of the Enpl oyees Provident
Fund (EPF) or in the formof a nedical insurance with a reasonable prenm um

He feared that the people could ill-afford to pay for the healthcare
costs if nore health and nedical services were privatised.

Meanwhi | e, Karpal Singh (DAP-Jelutong) used the debate session to reply
to a front-page report in a English daily which criticised himas "kurang

ajar" (ill-bred) and an unethical |awyer
Referring to the report in "The Sun", he said: " Wiy...Il' m not
afraid... the Prine Mnister is afraid....using his crony Vincent Tan to

make accusations.”

"On having properties in Thailand in particular...where's the proof,
why tell lies, why use newspapers like this," he asked.

The report quoted Umo executive secretary Tengku Datuk Adnan Tengku
Mansor as saying that Karpal is an "unethical |awer"” who is "definitely
kurang ajar" in court in the ongoing sodony trial of former deputy prine
m ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Tengku Adnan said Karpal was using the courts as a platformto pronote
his political agenda and propaganda.

Karpal's speech was interrupted many ti mes by governnent back-benchers
who were unhappy with himfor not using the tinme to debate the bill but to
touch on issues such as Anwar's all eged arsenic poisoning and the
front - page report.

Karpal al so denied that he was paid high | egal fees for being Anwar's
counsel

"Not even a sen, its free...(This is) all for justice. Not for Parti
Keadi |l an, " he sai d.

Noh Omar (BN Tanjung Karang) then stood up and asked to record in the
handsard what Karpal had just said.

Dat uk Ruhani e Ahmad (BN-Parit Sulong) told the House that PAS
Constitution did not explicitly spelt out the party's anbition to set up an
I slami c country.

"Article 5 (1) of the constitution only nention about the party's
intention to struggle for the existence of a society and a system of
gover nance enconpassing Islanmc |laws and val ues acceptable to ALLAH " he



sai d.

He said PAS preparedness to accept the Alternative Front's conmon
mani festo with no nention of the party's plan to set up an Islamc state
clearly showed that PAS had actually no such pl ans.

Wan Hanafi ah Wan Mat Saman (BN Pokok Sena) said the El ecti on Conmi ssion
shoul d tighten conditions on transfers of polling centres to ensure
opposition party supporters did not choose polling centres to their whins.

"I"ve received a conplain that the conm ssion now all owed a person with
a Kual a Lunmpur address to vote in other states w thout having to produce
t he change of address card.

" Just imagine... what will happen to Prine Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad) if opposition supporters fromother states were all owed
to vote in | arge nunbers in Kubang Pasu," he said.

Wan Hanafi ah al so said he had received a report that PAS had used dirty
tactics to reduce the nunber of pro-government voters by making fal se
reports to the comm ssion that these voters have died and asked their nanes
to be struck out fromthe electoral rolls.

Deputy Fi nance M nister Datuk Mhamed Nazri Aziz, in wnding up the
debate at conmttee stage, said the conm ssion would for the first tine
station its officers at postal vote delivery centres in the upconi ng
general el ection.

He said the comm ssion had decided to set up 300 such centres nostly in
Sabah and Sar awak.

The nove was to ensure there was no cheating in postal votes as was
al | eged by the Qpposition, he said.

Nazri al so explained that the comm ssion took a long tinme to verify the

new el ectoral list as it had to go through 14 | egal processes.
The dewan will sit again tonorrow
- - BERNAMA
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