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Bar Counci |
BAR COUNCI L TO APPLY FOR WATCHI NG BRI EF STATUS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 19 (Bernama) -- The Bar Council will apply for
observer or watching brief status at the independent Conmm ssion of Inquiry,
set up to probe injuries allegedly sustained by Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
while in police custody.

The conmi ssion will commence its open inquiry on Nonday.

Bar Council President Datuk Dr Cyrus Das said the council as a body
concerned with the enforcenment of |aw and justice was "vitally interested"
inall matters relating to custodial violence to prevent its recurrence.

"The Bar Council is pleased to note that the Conmm ssion has organi sed
itself swiftly to begin its hearing on Feb 22."

"The Bar Council hopes that the Conmm ssion will nove with al
del i berate speed to conplete its inquiry and submt its report and
recomendations to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong," said Das in a statenent
t oday.

The setting up of the conm ssion was announced by the Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad | ast nonth follow ng calls by various groups
that Anwar's injury be fully investi gated.

I nvestigati ons conducted by the police earlier had been found to be
i nconpl ete by Attorney-General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah

Anwar, who was renoved as deputy prine mnister and finance mnister on
Sept 2, last year and arrested two weeks later for allegedly |eading an
unl awful assenbly, appeared in court on Sept 29 with the infanous bl ack
left eye.

Anwar al | eged that he had been beaten unconscious while in police
cust ody.

Das said the council hoped that justice would be done and that the
person or persons responsible for the injuries were brought to account.

The council also reiterated its call to the Conmi ssion to use this
opportunity to stipulate guidelines to prevent the occurence of custodi al
violence as is done in other countries.

"The Bar Council will be pleased to render whatever assistance to the
Conmi ssion, if called upon, on the law relating to custodial violence
locally and in foreign jurisdictions,"” he added.
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